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LETTER FROM AN HONORS ALUM
Dear Graduates,
Congratulations on graduating from Florida Gulf Coast University, and the Honors College at FGCU! You should be
proud of yourselves for the hard work and time you have put into achieving this accomplishment. 2020 has had its
challenges and you all have pushed on in these hard times. Take a moment to congratulate yourself – pump your fist in
the air and say, “I did it!” Life after college is an exciting time! It is a chance for you to use everything you have learned
thus far. We are fortunate to have experiential learning as a part of the curriculum at FGCU, as it makes for a smoother
transition to the real world. There will be exciting times, and some challenging times, we will have to navigate. I may not
have been out of FGCU for long, but here are some pieces of advice I have found helpful over the years:
1.Growing up, the most important thing I learned is to HAVE FUN. Make sure you are enjoying what you are doing. It is
important to like what you do because it will lead to a positive attitude, a strong work ethic, and it is easier to stay
determined that way. It also helps you to foster and/or follow a passion. We need more passionate people in the world!
2.The best way to move forward is together. Wherever you may end up next, the most important thing I can stress is to
build community. Work with others, share ideas, and be there to support one another. Being in the Honors College set
me, and all of you, up for success by having classes together, Honors Mentors, and now Honors Houses. It is crucial we
all work together and teach each other. We all have something we can share with others, and there will always be things
that we can learn. We can accomplish a lot together by working with each other. Also, make sure you stay in contact with
your professors from FGCU, and other people who have helped you along the way. They want to hear what you are up to
and can be a good source of information when looking for future opportunities.
3.Lastly, make time for yourself. Especially during recent times, I learned how important it is to set time aside for
yourself. Take a break from the stress and craziness that comes with life and do
something you enjoy or try something new. Give yourself a break, clear
your mind, and take care of yourself – it will make you more productive in
the long run!
Know that nothing will be easy, there will be set backs, and things may
not always go how you expect them to. The important thing is to keep on
going, follow your passion, work with others, and take care of yourself.
Always remember the hard work you have put in to get to this part of your
journey. You can do anything you set your mind to. Keep flying high and
again, CONGRATULATIONS!
Wings Up,
Ricky Cassell
FGCU Honors College ‘18

Achieving your Childhood Dreams
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We would like to congratulate all our graduates, including those who elected to not be
shown in the pages below.

Ieda Andrade
Anthony Ansoleaga
Fane Antoine
Rossmery Arteaga
Bjorn Atkinson
Estelle Ayomen
Carolyn Barrow
Lorenzo Battista
Anneliese Bayer
Jesse Beacker
Hannah Bethman
Jenna Blackman
Colby Brownell
Shannon Bute
Leo Contrucci
Nicolas Estupinan
Stephanie Galindo
Leslie Gallegos
Autumn Gates
Connor Gavigan
Amber Gillette
Preston Groenewold
Aubrey Hanna
Kristabella Harris
Gregory Hole
Logan Horn
Darian Huffaker
Michael Kastler
Kaitlyn Kelly

Abigail Kesslak
Sean-Luc Kingcade
Daniel Knight
Olga Komarova
Kendra Kotlarski
Samantha Kublin
Ryan Lynch
Gabrielle Maramara
Jennifer Mastrangelo
Rachel Morman
Joanna Muir
Paola Munoz
Rance Musco
Harrison Paxton
Maria Pereyra
Erin Pieragowski
Paula Prudent
Devin Richie
Macie Ryan
Rachel Salerno
Connor Schepke
Sommer Senne
Emily Stuller
Tamarys Torres-Mercado
Nicholas Tucker
Caylee Weintraub*
David Whittaker
Briana Wilhelm
Zaire Yancy

*Special regonition for Caylee Weintraub who completed an Honors Thesis: “One bodie,
of one mind, and of one will”: Horsemanship and Human-Nonhuman Intercorporeality in
Early Modern Romance
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Introducing our
Fall 2020
Honors Graduates
Ieda Andrade
The dream day of graduation arrived, and when I look back, I feel
grateful to God for all the accomplishments and opportunities I
had at FGCU. I am thankful to my mother and my husband who
have always been by my side giving me strength and
motivating me. What impelled me to do my best in everything I
did was my dream of becoming a physician. This immeasurable
desire to make a difference in someone’s life motivates me. I am
grateful to all my teachers, who during these years prepared me
for my future academic career. Isaac Newton once said, “If I have
seen further than others, it is by standing upon the shoulders of
giants.” All my life I have had giants that allowed me to climb on
their shoulders in the form of school teachers, my family, and the
professors who believed in me.
Major: Biology
Minor: Chemistry
Concentration: Pre-Professional Biology

Anthony Ansoleaga
I would like to thank all my friends and family who have helped
me to achieve this goal as well as the faculty and staff who came
together to make this event possible.
Major: Criminal Justice, Forensic Studies

Estelle Ayomen
I am a first-generation Biology major and Psychology minor,
Mathematics Instructional Assistant, and a researcher studying the
effect of simulated microgravity on the visual areas of the brain.
I am also a recipient of FGCU’s Excellence in Civic Engagement
award for my commitment to service and community
involvement. Apart from STEM, I am heavily involved in music
and sing in the FGCU Women’s Choir and several
community and church choruses. Combining my passion for
STEM and music, I have designed presentations on the science of
music for FGCU’s STEM Academy, GEMS (Girls in
Engineering, Math, and Science), and the Thomas Edison Festival
of Light. Fusing the two realms of science and music, I hope to
pursue a PhD studying Auditory Neuroscience.
Major: Biology
Minor: Psychology
Concentration: Pre-Professional Biology

Anneliese Bayer
During my time at FGCU, I had the privilege of being heavily
involved in the Honors College beginning my freshmen year. I
have served as both an Honors Mentor and an Honors
Ambassador, allowing me to guide the next generation of FGCU
Honors students. I have additionally worked for the past year as
an intern for the Office of Exploratory Advising where I was able
to offer further guidance to first year Honors students and their
peers. This experience, combined with my work as a campus tour
guide for much of my time as a student, confirmed my passion for
higher education. Following graduation, I will begin my Master’s
program in Educational Leadership at FGCU. I have additionally
accepted a full time job as an Admissions Coordinator at Hodges
University where I can continue my love of mentoring beginning
students on their educational journeys.
Major: Communication, Political Science
Concentrations: International Relations and Comparative Politics

Hannah Bethman
My name is Hannah, I am a biology major, and have been a part
of FGCU for a little over two years now. During my time here, I
have learned and experienced so much, and have even made some
long-lasting friendships along the way. I have greatly enjoyed
learning about the sciences, and the human body in particular, and
feel overall prepared for my future plans. During summer of my
Junior year, I was able to study abroad in England, and visit some
other countries in the UK as well; it was an unforgettable
experience that I am very grateful to have been a part of. My
upcoming goal is to become a physician assistant, perhaps in
either dermatology or gastroenterology, and I hope to start
applying to some schools in the coming months.
Major: Biology

Colby Brownell
My time at FGCU has been the most amazing 4 years of my life.
I have been so blessed to meet so many amazing people and get
involved in multiple impactful endeavors. I was drawn to enroll
at FGCU because of the Meditation Club we have. I immediately
got heavily involved in it, and in April 2018, I became President
of its current iteration Mindful Living. Bringing people together
around topics of wellness, healing, and self-improvement has
been at the center stage of my FGCU experience. I will continue
that expression by offering those experiences to the wider SWFL
community through my own event planning company. I hope to
live in a world where people have access to high quality plantbased dining, Meditation & Mindfulness Retreats, and overall a
capacity to see the good in things and each other. Peace, Love,
Namaste - Colby Brownell
Major: Interdisciplinary Entrepreneurship Studies
Minor: Theatre
Concentration: Hospitality and Event Management

Leslie Gallegos
Hello, I am Leslie Gallegos, and I am from Immokalee, Florida.
I am a first-generation college student in the Child and Youth
Studies program. I am a student within the Honors College and a
member of Kappa Delta Pi. I have presented my work at
various conferences such as the Florida Undergraduate Research
Conference, FGCU College of Education’s Symposium, and,
most recently, at the Association for The Advancement of
Educational Research International Conference. I plan to
become an elementary school teacher and attend graduate school
to obtain my master’s degree in Educational Leadership. When
translated, Immokalee is defined as “my home”. As a result, one
of my professional goals is to become a principal in Immokalee
and continue to serve my migrant community. I have a strong
dedication to students and their long-term academic success. I
am motivated to learn, grow, and excel in education.
Major: Child and Youth Studies
Concentration: Education Studies

Preston Groenewold
Hi, I am Preston Groenewold and I am officially a college
graduate! Yay! My time at FGCU has been absolutely amazing
filled with great friendships that will last a lifetime, and
professors whom have made a strong impact on my life. I was
able to join a sorority and hold a position, study abroad, and be
in the top 10% of the business college. Following graduation,
I will begin a position as a marketing specialist at Techtronic
Industries and I look forward enthusiastically to see what my
future holds.
Major: Marketing

Darian Huffaker
The past years I’ve spent at FGCU have been filled with joy and
friendship. I have met many lifelong friends through my job on
campus and the clubs I have been a part of. My favorite
memory is traveling to Panama with the Global Medical
Brigades club. Since that trip, my future in medicine has been
solidified. I plan on attending medical school and later
becoming a surgeon. FGCU has given me so many opportunities
to grow and meet new people, and I will forever be grateful for
my choice to become an Eagle!
Major: Psychology
Concentration: Pre-Professional

Michael Kastler
One would think that I would have learned better time management by the end of my college career, but here I am - writing this
the day of the deadline. I hope that the other graduates here are
better than me. I’ve had the best possible college experience at
FGCU. My proudest accomplishments have been the
connections I have made with so many of my peers, supervisors,
and professors. I wouldn’t even be able to recognize the me from
three years ago that sat down in this ballroom. For my plans after
graduation, I have accepted a Sales Development Representative
position with memoryBlue up in Washington, D.C! I’m
extremely excited to start this January and try my hand in
technology sales. However, I fully expect that after a year spent
in the corporate world, I will leave it all to relocate to Costa Rica
and surf with the Elliott Totten.
Major: Marketing
Minor: Professional Sales

Jennifer Mastrangelo
Hello! My name is Jenn and I am an English major with a minor
in Medieval and Early Modern Studies. I am currently in the BA/
MA in English program at FGCU, and I will continue pursuing
my master’s degree in English here this upcoming Spring of
2021. As an English major, it is no surprise that I love to read. I
hope to use my degree to pursue a career working at a publishing
company. As of now, I do not have a specific type of publishing
company I would like to work at. After I graduate with my
master’s, I am planning to travel to Japan, which is something I
have been dreaming of doing ever since I was younger!
Major: English
Minor: Medieval and Early Modern Studies

Joanna Muir
I am Joanna Muir, an international student from Montego Bay,
Jamaica. During my time here at FGCU, I’ve had the
opportunity to leave an indelible effect on the people I’ve
encountered through my various involvement. Some of my most
memorable accomplishments include; being a recipient of
multiple scholarships here on campus, acceptance into the
Honors College, serving as an Orientation Leader, Resident
Assistant, and Student-Athlete Mentor, engaging in
undergraduate research in the Chemistry department, and being a
nominee for the CAS Student of the Year Award. I am
eternally grateful for everyone who has contributed to my growth
as I progressed through my undergraduate career. It is now time
for an eagle to spread her wings and leave the nest. Wings up!
After graduation, I plan on attending graduate school in pursuit of
a Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry.
Major: Biochemistry

Macie Ryan
Hi, my name is Macie Ryan. I am graduating with a degree in
Computer Information Systems with a concentration in Computer
Programming and a minor in Spanish. I became a member of the
FGCU Honors College after my first fall semester. One of my
greatest undergraduate accomplishments was completing
research in my Business Analytics course and having the
opportunity to present it at FURC and FGCU’s research day.
During my collegiate career I had the opportunity to work as a
work study student with the Honors College, a marketing
associate for Sunny & Southern, and as an IT Assistant with The
Coldest Water. I have accepted a full time job with General
Motors as a software developer in Austin, Texas and will start in
the upcoming new year.
Major: Computer Information Systems
Minor: Spanish
Concentration: Computer Programming

Emily Stuller

During my time as an Eagle and member of the Honors College, I
have gotten amazing opportunities. One of these included
studying abroad in Alicante, Spain with the help of the Honors
College. This experience not only increased my Spanish speaking
abilities, but also my love of experiencing new cultures and
meeting new people. During my time as an undergrad, I have been
able to do research on microplastics in our local waters and have
also had the opportunity to present my findings at conferences.
Looking to the future, I plan on continuing my education in the
Marine Biology field, ultimately getting my PhD to conduct my
own research to conserve and advocate for our planet.
Major: Marine Science
Minors: Biology, Spanish

Nicholas Tucker

After 18 years as a small business owner, I decided to pursue my
dream of becoming a physician. I knew it would be a rough
journey for my wife and four kids, but with their unrelenting
support and love, four years later I am graduating with a degree
in Biology. While at FGCU, I have been able to explore other
aspects of the health care profession and I am excited to say that
I am looking at some of the graduate programs offered at FGCU,
as well as medical school. I can’t say enough about the professors
I’ve had here at FGCU, they are simply wonderful and caring
people. I am so excited to finally be entering the final phase of my
journey. Whether I remain at FGCU or attend a medical school, I
am an Eagle for life!
Major: Biology

Congratulations
Fall 2020
Honors Graduates

