2019

GRADUATION CELEBRATION

December 14, 2019

11 AM

Cohen Center Ballroom

2019

GRADUATION CELEBRATION

AGENDA

Welcome

Dr. Clay Motley, Ph.D.
Director, Honors College

Opening Remarks

Dr. Michael V. Martin, Ph.D.
President, Florida Gulf Coast University

Presentation of Honor Stoles
Tracie Beck
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STOLE PRESENTATION

Graduate

Stole Presented By

Eric Elg
Kylee Kelly
Leticia Menzzano
Marissa Mitchell
Nicholas Orthmann
Grace Precord
Julie Rosner
Janet Shore
Alexis Stansfield
Lydia Stanhope
Caitlin Stauring
Aricely Tavares

Christopher Elg
Precious Greenidge
Kara Winton
Dr. Rebecca Totaro
Mary Orthmann
Carolina Cora
Corinne Rosner
Andres Duarte
Russ Stansfield
Courtney Satkoski
Sarah Stauring
Katy Guerrero

We would also like to acknowledge and congratulate the Honors College
graduates who were unable to attend the Honors Graduation Ceremony:
Kaitlin Anzualda
Tmara Avivi
Aimee Awkerman
Sofia Blanno
Shane Broadstone
Emily Clark
Megan Crist
Morgan Crockett
Audrey Crowe
Kaitlyn Cummings
Analise Dilorio
Marlene Dzib
Malari Edwards

Sara Feith
DeQualon Fudge
Natalie Goris
Lyndsey Graff
Julie Gramazio
Victoria Guasco
Bae Harman
Cierra Homic
Alissa Johnson
Benjamin Kallet
Haley Levy
Emily Marcus
Connor Mason

Chloe Mikus
Catherine Parra
Victoria Phillips
Katherine Puisis
Jaylin Rodriguez
Ashlynn Super
Nathanael Tria
Leslie Urgelles
Samantha Varela
Antonia Vertichio
Forrest Wallace
Laurel Weng
Kelsey White

2019

GRADUATION CELEBRATION

Introducing our
Fall 2019
Honors Graduates

Eric Elg
I began my full-time postsecondary education at Indian River
State College (IRSC) at age fourteen. I transferred to FGCU in
2017 and have since pursued two bachelors degrees in forensic
studies and criminal justice. In that time, I have published
research with Dr. Brion Sever of Justice Studies with another
study in-press, volunteered as a TA with Dr. Elizabeth Bouldin
of the History Department, aided in the delivery of victim compensation and mental health services to human trafficking victims
through the Trafficking Victim Assistance Program and Center for
Progress and Excellence, and have interned with the United States
Marshals Service. For my writing, I have received the FGCU
Writing Award in Social Sciences for the past two years. I currently work for the Center for Academic Achievement and Writing
Center on-campus and plan to continue my employment with both
as I enter the Master of Public Administration program here at
FGCU next semester.
Majors: B.S. Forensic Studies & B.S. Criminal Justice

Kylee Kelly
Through the “Internship in Psychology” course at FGCU, I was
able to gain full-time employment. I will start a newly developed
position with my current employer, Virtus Health, upon graduation. In the future, I wish to study either Social Neuroscience
or Endocrinology. I would like to thank my parents, family, and
friends for their continued support and encouragement.
Major: B.A. Psychology
Concentration: Neuroscience and Cognition
Minor: Biology

Leticia Menzzano
Hi! My name is Leticia Menzzano, I am an international student from
Brazil and I am graduating with a major in Communication, concentration in Public Relations and minor in French. Throughout my college
career I was an Honors mentor, a tour guide, a University Ambassador,
and on the board for CHAARG and FPRA.

Major: B.A. Communication
Concentration: Public Relations
Minor: French

Marissa Mitchell
I was born and raised in Fort Myers. I am the youngest of seven (six
girls and 1 boy). I came to FGCU on a full-scholarship. While attending
FGCU, I worked part-time, went to school full-time, and volunteered
at Dunbar High School. I will be receiving a BA degree with a major in
English and minor in education. My plans for the future will be to teach
high school English.
Major: B.A. English
Minor: Education

Nicholas Orthmann

During my time at FGCU, I majored in Biology focusing on
pre-professional studies. I am grateful to have had the opportunity
to give back to the community that I live in. I have been able to
work with the Make-A-Wish Foundation to advocate and raise
money to grant a child a wish. I have also been able to work with
ECHO Global Farms to raise money to convert their greenhouse
to sustain itself using rainwater. I have also been able to
advocate for and collect donations for Showered and Empowered,
a non-profit organization that provides hygiene services to the
homeless and needy in the Tampa Bay area. I hope to continue to
give back to the community in the future as a physician. I am in
the application process for medical school currently and hope to
be accepted for the Fall 2020 semester.
Major: B.S. Biology
Concentration: Pre-Professional Studies
Minor: Chemistry

Grace Precord
I began my college journey at Lansing Community College, where I
earned my General Associates degree. While at LCC, I was a member
of the Student Leadership Academy, Phi Theta Kappa Honors Society,
College 101 committee, and Volunteer Services committee. I transferred
to FGCU Fall 2017. Since coming here, I have been a member of the
Honors College, an Eagle International Ambassador through International Services, a Supplemental Instruction Leader for Anatomy and
Physiology through the Center for Academic Achievement, and an Administrative Leader for Eagle View Orientation. Throughout my college
career, I have completed over 400 community service hours, including
work with elementary students and teachers, adults with special needs,
children with serious illnesses, various food banks, and more. I am now
graduating with a Bachelor of Science in Community Health. I plan on
attending graduate school to earn my Master of Occupational Therapy
and pursue a career as an occupational therapist.
Major: B.S. Community Health

Julie Rosner
I was accepted into FGCU with the requirement of attending the StepAhead program because of a low math standardized testing score due to
a visual processing disorder learning disability. I began school summer
2016 with no AP credits. I am now graduating with Honors in 3 1/2
years and will be attending Syracuse Universities Newhouse Public
Relations Masters program and receiving a degree in multimedia. While
attending FGCU, I worked with the radio station and was a Recruitment
Counselor for the Panhellenic community. Thank you to my advisor,
Lindsey Burr and my favorite Journalism professor Judson Cribbs for
believing in me and pushing me to aim high and believe in myself.
Major: B.A. Journalism
Minor: Interdisciplinary Studies

Janet Shore
During my time at FGCU I was able to study abroad in South Africa where I met and spoke with many individuals about conservation topics and experienced their beautiful country and wildlife. I
was apart of the herpetology lab and conducted my undergraduate
research through the lab. I was also on the executive board for the
herpetology club on campus. Over the years I have met a lot of
great faculty and friends who have helped teach and introduced
me to so many great things. I plan to work after graduation and
then apply to PA school next year.
Major: B.S. Biology
Concentration: Organismal Biology & Ecology

Alexis Stansfield
I fulfilled many leadership roles during my time at FGCU, including WiSTEM Mentor, Planet Hunters Learning Assistant, Biology
Supplemental Instruction Leader, and Biology Instructional Assistant. I completed five semesters of research in fields ranging from
astronomy to paleontology, and presented research at a national
conference following my freshman year. I gained so many valuable skills through these experiences, and I am proud to graduate
Magna Cum Laude in addition to being an Honors College Scholar. This January, I will be enrolling in the Earth and Environmental Sciences Ph.D. program at Lehigh University in Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania. I am very excited to move back to my home state
and work on my doctorate so that I can become a college professor someday. I would like to teach either biology, ecology, or geology courses, hopefully at a university that reminds me of FGCU.
Who knows, maybe I will even teach here!
Major: B.S. Biology
Concentration: Organismal Biology & Ecology
Minor: Geology

Lydia Stanhope
My name is Lydia Stanhope, and I am originally from Southern Illinois.
I am graduating from Florida Gulf Coast University with a Bachelor’s
degree in Psychology and hope to be admitted into a Clinical Psychology Ph.D. program next fall. I have accomplished quite a bit during
my short two and a half years here, most of which was research-based
or with Courtney Dwyer Satkoski in Hunting For a Cure, which is a
nonprofit organization seeking a cure for Hunter syndrome. My time
here was well spent conducting research on memory alongside Dr. Martin Bourgeois and studying serial killers with Dr. Terence Leary. My
research with Dr. Leary also allowed me access to the Radford/FGCU
serial killer database. I am grateful for the amazing opportunities I had
while attending FGCU and could not have asked for better mentors to
help me get to where I am today.
Major: B.A. Psychology

Caitlin Stauring
I grew up in Naples, Florida and I am currently working at NCH
Healthcare System. I’m graduating with a B.A. in Communication
and a B.S. in Health Science. I plan to further my education and
obtain my Masters of Business Administration in the fall. I aspire
to become a healthcare administrator and someday become a
Director for marketing and communication in healthcare.
Majors: B.A. Communication & B.S. Health Science

Aricely Tavares
While at FGCU, I had the opportunity to present at the 1st Annual COE
Symposium on Scholarly Engagement with my professor and a peer.
I have participated in service-learning projects based around youth,
which I am passionate about and will continue support throughout the
rest of my life. In Spring 2019, I worked a group of students to create a
campus tour for youth in foster care. In Fall 2019, I volunteered about
32 hours for Colonial Elementary School by working with teachers
and students, and helping to fundraise for field trips. In the future, I am
interested in pursuing graduate studies, either in English, Sociology, or
Library Sciences. I would like to publish research and possibly work in
publishing, a library, or as a professor. I love writing fiction as a hobby,
but would enjoy the opportunity to publish this type of work as well.
Major: B.A. English
Minor: Education

Congratulations
Fall 2019
Honors Graduates

