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Following is a description of programs and activities funded by the
Seidler Fund during the 2017-18 academic year.

STUDENT/FACULTY UNDERGRADUATE
COLLABORATIVE SCHOLARLY
FELLOWSHIPS

C

ollaborative scholarly work among students and faculty
during the summer is supported by these fellowships. In
many cases, these represent long-term ongoing work, but
other projects are new and designed to be completed during the
term of the fellowship. The selection process began with a call
for proposals sent to the college in November. Proposals were
submitted by February, and a six-member selection committee
reviewed the proposals and recommended funding of 13. The
descriptions of each are detailed below, including the 14 faculty
and 16 student participants. Of the funded projects, seven were
in STEM fields, four involved the arts and humanities, and two
involved the social sciences. An event showcasing the projects
will be scheduled during the upcoming academic year.
} Project Title: Harnessing the Potential of Cyclopropenones in
Organic Synthesis
Faculty Member: Greg Boyce, Chemistry and Physics
Department
Student: Brittan Klootwyk
Description: A library of diverse cyclopropenones will be
synthesized for use in a series of organic synthesis reactions.
These will be used for the improved synthesis of medicinally
relevant natural products.
} Project Title: A Reconstruction and Performance of Koreshan
Hymns
Faculty Member: Thomas Cimarusti, Bower School of Music &
the Arts
Student: Madeline Peterson
Description: The Koreshan
community supported a rich
and vibrant musical culture,
with a set of collections
stored in the FGCU library
and the State Archives of
Florida. This project will
research the collections
and explore relationships
between their musical
environment and their
ideology. A performance of selected hymns at the Koreshan
State Historic Site will accompany the project.
} Project Title: Norm behavior of matrices in low dimensions
Faculty Member: Alberto Condori, Mathematics Department
Student: Nicholas Seguin
Description: This project will examine two mathematics
questions regarding powers of Ak of an n x n matrix.

2

} Project Title: The Intersection of Folklore and Legal Studies
Faculty Member: Lori Cornelius, Language and Literature
Department
Student: Harold Schau
Description: This project will examine the correlation among
folk and fairy tales and the study of law. The structure in fairy
tales and law are remarkably similar. Law is vibrant and evolves
with societal views and needs. This project will build on tradition
established by folklorists and contemporary scholars in justice
studies.
} Project Title: The Ins and Outs of Gopher Tortoises: What do
they eat and what parasites are they harboring?
Faculty Member: Nora Demers, Department of Biological
Sciences
Students: Christopher Hormuth, Sabrina Suarez
Description: This project will examine the forage habits and
health status of gopher tortoises in various habitats in Southwest
Florida. Fecal examination will yield information about diet
and parasites, complemented by identification through
environmental DNA analysis.
} Project Title: Investigating neural mechanisms of visual
boundary detection using deep neural networks
Faculty Member: Chris DiMattina, Psychology Department
Students: Chance Hamilton, Charly Garsia-Valero
Description: Machine learning will be used to gain insight into
potential neural mechanisms for texture boundary detection.
The use of biologically constrained neural models will permit
simulation of the human visual system and a model will be
developed to explain how it detects natural texture boundaries.
} Project Title: Immigration Showdown: California Versus United
States Government
Faculty Member: Jeff Kleeger, Justice Studies Department
Student: Adolph Brink
Description: California law prohibits state and local law
enforcement officials from using state resources to assist
federal immigration officials in the exercise of investigation and
enforcement. The ICE Director has declared this a conflict of
interest in law between the state and federal government. The
research will examine how the conflict of laws is resolved in
immigration and criminal cases.
} Project Title: Assessing Hurricane Irma’s impact on threatened
Burrowing Owls in North Cape Coral
Faculty Member: Kara Lefevre, Marine and Ecological Sciences
Department

Student: Katelyn Rawlings
Description: The Florida subspecies of the burrowing owl
is listed as “threatened” by the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission. This status necessitated the creation
of a species action plan. Consistent with the plan, this study
will investigate whether Hurricane Irma affected the population
of burrowing owls in North Cape Coral, a site of extensive
development.

} Project Title: Development of Innovative Hybrid Materials to
Mine Lithium from Seawater: A New Resource for Lithium-Ion
Rechargeable Batteries
Faculty Members: Greg McManus and Arsalan Mirjafari,
Chemistry and Physics Department
Students: Allison Hawkins, Luke Lamos
Description: In this project, new types of ionic liquids
will be synthesized and characterized, with the goal of
creating compounds that can efficiently remove lithium from
seawater, which would dramatically improve upon the current
environmental impact of lithium extraction.
} Project Title: Impacts of Sustainable Attitudes on Personal
Action
Faculty Member: Molly Nation, Marine and Ecological Studies
Department
Student: Matthew Hale
Description: This project will increase outreach and
collaboration of FGCU’s sustainability initiatives into the
surrounding communities and secondary educational
institutions. One goal will be to determine whether a significant
relationship exists between sustainable values and action among
citizens in Lee County.

} Project Title: Identifying stilbenes to inhibit triple-negative
breast cancer migration
Faculty Member: Lyndsay Rhodes, Biology Department
Student: Rachel Ranschau
Description: Stilbenes (Resveratrol being the most widely
studied of the group) are defense compounds produced by
plants. They have been popularized in recent years based on
observed health benefits to humans. Many stilbenes are able to
bind to and alter estrogen receptor activity, and may represent
alternatives for anti-cancer therapy. This project will test
stilbene compounds for their anti-migration and/or anti-invasive
properties in estrogen-receptor negative breast cancer cells.
} Project Title: Greek Play Adaptation
Faculty Member: Gerrit VanderMeer, Bower School of Music &
the Arts
Student: Joseph Herrera
Description: The goal of this project is to create an original, fulllength play script, which will be adapted from an existing Greek
play or myth. The finished draft will be submitted to the FGCU
Theatre Production Planning Committee for consideration to be
featured in an upcoming season.
Project Title: Transatlantic Departures: Mapping Catharine
Sedgwick’s 1839-1840 Tour Abroad
Faculty Member: Jordan Von Cannon, Language and Literature
Department
Student: Alyssa Prosper
Description: Using ArcGIS and StoryMap software, we will
visualize a digital map of Sedgwick’s 1839 journey through
Europe. This will provide insight into the ways that U.S. writers
positioned their national identity in a more global context.
Learning to utilize digital tools and archival material will be an
important outcome of the project.

THE HUMANITIES INITIATIVE (PAGES)

P

AGES (Professional Development and
Networking, Academic Achievement, Global
Sophistication, Engaged Living, and Skills
Development) is a career readiness program designed
especially for humanities and social science students.
Built on the conviction that a liberal arts education
provides the tools needed for professional success in
many fields, PAGES is committed to helping students
in these majors find answers to the question “What
are you going to do with that?” The Seidler gift allows
PAGES to provide opportunities and resources that help
students fulfill the professional potential of a liberal
arts education.
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HUMANITIES INITIATIVE (PAGES) continued

CORE STUDENT PROGRAMS
Liberal arts majors need to know what their career options are
and how to translate their superior training in transferable skills
like critical thinking, communication and problem solving into
a professional context. PAGES weekly programming directly
addresses these issues:
• Meeting Employers – PAGES brings regional employers
into our meetings to expose students to professional
options that utilize liberal arts skills. This year, we
welcomed visits from Gartner, Enterprise Holdings, AXA
Advisors and Be Brilliant! Marketing. We also held a
Nonprofit Careers event with representatives from area
nonprofits.
• Career Exploration – PAGES uses peer coaching to
help students clarify career, academic, and personal goals,
and to hold each other accountable for making progress
toward them. We provide career exploration programming
including interest and strength assessments to help
students identify good career options. This year, we added
a Career Fair Scavenger Hunt.
• Professionalization – Liberal arts students excel
in transferable skills, but they don’t always have the
opportunity to practice applying them to workplace
contexts. PAGES helps students make that connection with
programs such as: Emailing Like a Pro: an elevator pitch
activity; Personal Branding workshop: and a Performance
Task, in which student groups competed to solve a
simulated professional problem.

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT
PAGES is committed to helping students get the most out of
their college education, and to building lifelong patrons of the
arts and globally engaged citizens:
• Study Abroad Awards – Study abroad experiences are
transformational for college students, but many cannot
afford to take advantage of them. PAGES supported two
students through a competitive awards process with funds
for international experiences.
• Cultural Events – This year, PAGES’ cultural events
included a Florida Repertory theatre trip and a
philosophical dialogue event featuring Socrates Café
founder Chris Phillips.
• “How to Get the Most out of College”- Faculty provided
candid advice about college and took student questions
during this panel event.
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SPREADING THE MESSAGE
PAGES is committed to spreading the message that studying
the liberal arts can be a great path to career success. This
year, we focused on developing the communication side of the
program in order to reach more students and employers:
• Public Relations – This year, PAGES began an exciting
partnership with the Communication program. PAGES
hosted two Public Relations interns from the program
who helped us develop original promotional content; and
the PR students took PAGES on as a client in the Public
Relations Campaigns course, proposing communication
strategies for our program.
• Social Media – PAGES began using social media this
year, launching company pages on Facebook and LinkedIn.
These outlets publicize events for students and allow us to
communicate with our employer and professional partners.
• Recruitment – We took a face-to-face approach to
student recruitment and messaging this year. More than 25
classroom visits brought the PAGES message to students in
our humanities classrooms; and Eagle Expo and freshman
Move-In events gave us a chance to interact with students
and parents alike.
• Employer Contacts – The PAGES team built a number
of good contacts with employers for future programming
and student career opportunities. We now have built
an “opportunity book” of career and internship options
students can use.

THE OPPORTUNISTIC INVESTMENT FUND: GLOBAL LEARNING INITIATIVE

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

GLOBAL CONNECTIONS LUNCH

} Screening of “Who is Dayani Cristal,” followed by
interdisciplinary panel discussion.
Foreign language faculty partnered with the Office of
Multicultural and Leadership Development to put together a
thought-provoking event on the issue of immigration. After
a brief presentation by Dr. Marta Ramos, the film “Who is
Dayani Cristal” – an award-winning documentary, was screened.
This film provides rare insight into the human stories that
are so often ignored in the immigration debate. Both the
movie screening and the panel discussion that followed were
provocative, emotional, and eye opening. This event not only
brought together a large and diverse crowd, but it provided
a safe space to learn about and discuss the thorny topic of
immigration.

After the hurricane season left so many students not only
without electricity, but also without a place to study or even
a home, FGCU opened its doors and welcomed a group of
students from Puerto Rico to continue their studies on our
campus. The Foreign Language division organized the global
connections lunch to welcome them to campus, allow them
to connect with students and faculty, and to bring awareness
about the richness of Puerto Rican culture and the challenges
many still face on the island. Yet another emotional event,
this gathering made such a difference for students who felt
isolated. It allowed them to get to know each other as well
as new peers and to have a platform to share their pride and
pain. Additionally, it was a meaningful opportunity for FGCU
students, staff, and faculty to gather and learn about Puerto
Rico, with a moving music recital, an informative PowerPoint
presentation, poignant personal testimonies, and a much-needed
lighter dance performance at the end.

GHANA TRIP CELEBRATION
Eleven students traveled to Ghana for an immersive experience
that focused on sea turtle conservation and ecotourism. The
trip was financed through student course fees and they received
course credit. The Seidler Fund collaborated with the Honors
College and the International Services Office to support the
event that celebrated and demonstrated the students’ learning
experience in Ghana.

AROUND THE WORLD IN 180 MINUTES
For this event, food was ordered from Francophone,
Germanophone, and Hispanophone countries and students had
to use flags to identify the origin of each pastry in order to win
a prize and the right to taste the food on display. Students were
eager to try new food and to play a game. The foreign language
faculty felt privileged to represent the division and to be able to
share pieces of different cultures with so many students. Several
hundred pastries from four countries were shared while teaching
students about different countries and encouraging them to take
foreign languages and travel to experience different cultures.
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OPPORTUNISTIC INVESTMENT FUND continued

SEIDLER INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL

The second Seidler International Film Festival was a great
success. From the first night that brought a Franco-German
movie on reconciliation in times of war, to the last night when
FGCU faculty member Dr. Jon Braddy, recipient of the Seidler
Summer Grant in 2017, transported us to South Africa with his
brand new documentary, this festival sparked numerous thoughtprovoking cross-cultural conversations. A partnership with
the Office of Diversity and Inclusion and the Honors College
strengthened the festival and promoted staff, faculty, and student
participation. Publicity for the festival was enhanced through
a press release and its appearance in FGCU 360 magazine, in
addition to on-campus communications. We welcomed to our
campus numerous community members, many of whom are now
FGCU film series veterans.
Following an opening-night reception, the film “Frantz” was
screened. This 2016 film by François Ozon, in French and
German with English subtitles, involves a young German who
grieves the death of her fiancé in France in the aftermath of
WWI. She meets a mysterious Frenchman who visits her fiancé’s
grave to lay flowers, according to the Internet Movie Database.
The film won best cinematography and was nominated for 10
other Cesar Awards, France’s equivalent of the Academy Awards.
The remainder of the festival’s films were:
} “True Smile”/”La Sonrisa verdadera” by Juan Rayos
(Spanish with English subtitles)
} “Voir du pays”/”The Stopover” by Delphine & Muriel
Coulin (French with English subtitles)
} “Therapy for a Vampire” by David Ruehm (German with
English subtitles)
} “Fatima” by Philippe Faucon (French with English subtitles)
} “El Facilitador/The Facilitator” by Victor Arregui (Spanish
with English subtitles)

F I R S T

The Seidler International Film Festival culminated with a
reception followed by a screening of “Liberation,” a film written
by Assistant Professor Jon Braddy, Ph.D. and directed by FGCU
alumnus Gunnar Gibson, about the aftermath of the end of
apartheid in South Africa. They were supported by a Seidler
Undergraduate Research Fellowship in 2016-17.

CUTTING EDGE

Student, professor film
post-apartheid South Africa
ON THE

FGCU360.com
MORE ON
THE TRIP

Gunnar Gibson, left, and Jon Braddy

10 FGCU360 MAGAZINE / FGCU360.COM
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– Keith Gibson

COURTESY PHOTO

WEB

T FLORIDA GULF COAST UNIVERSITY,
we like to think our professors will go to the
ends of the earth for their students. And
in the case of Jon Braddy, we even have
professors who will go to the ends of the
earth with their students for a collaborative project.
“You have no idea how far away the southern tip
of Africa is,” said Braddy, an assistant professor and
communication program leader who teamed with recent
graduate Gunnar Gibson (’15, communication) for a fiveweek exploration of South Africa this past summer.
Their mission: a Seidler Undergraduate Research
Fellowship project called “Liberation.” The 45-minute film,
which premiered Feb. 28 at the Seidler International Film
Festival, investigates how effective – or ineffective
– social change has been in post-apartheid
South Africa. A special focus is the current
state of higher education for younger South
Africans who belong to what is known as the
“born-free” generation, or those born since
the oppressive apartheid system of racial
segregation and discrimination ended in 1991.
“Six towns … five weeks … a lot of
traveling,” said Gibson, who Braddy recruited
for the project as cameraman. The two flew
from Fort Myers to New York City, then on
to Dubai, Johannesburg, Port Elizabeth,
Grahamstown, Bloemfontain and Cape Town.
Now, the teacher is trying to bring his
next vision to focus. “I have submitted a grant
proposal to do something similar with Puerto
Rico,” said Braddy, inspired by the island’s efforts
to rebuild after the devastation of Hurricane
Maria last summer.
Of course, Braddy’s Puerto Rico project also
budgets for a filmmaker to work with the FGCU
students who will accompany the faculty to Puerto
Rico, and who is better prepared for that task than
Gibson? He traveled almost 8,000 miles with Braddy
from Fort Myers to Cape Town, so the 1,100 or so
miles to San Juan is a mere skip across the Atlantic. n

OPPORTUNISTIC INVESTMENT FUND continued

CARIBBEAN MUSIC AND CULTURE
A collaboration between the College of Arts and Sciences
and the Honors College, along with support from the Seidler
Fund and Dr. Hudson Rogers made possible a series of events
during International Education Week showcasing the music and
culture of the Caribbean. In November, a performance by the
Phase Three Steel Pan Orchestra was followed by three Calypso
Monarchs from Trinidad and Tobago – who performed at the
Veterans Memorial Pavilion.

A public workshop on the history and performance of Calypso
by the three Calypsonians was well attended, and 15 students
complete a two-day workshop on steelpan drumming along with
a faculty and staff member. The steelpan instructors then invited
a small group of students to train with them on a biweekly basis
in the hope that a handful of them can perform with the group at
the Miami Carnival in October.

GERMAN LANGUAGE EXAMS –
THE GOETHE INSTITUTE
In March 2018, two test administrators from the Goethe Institute
in Washington, D.C. travelled to FGCU to administer the Goethe
German Language Exam to 10 FGCU students. Over 4 hours,
students were tested in four areas of German language ability:
reading comprehension, listening comprehension, writing, and
speaking. Speaking to the students during the breaks between
test sections, and after the exam was over, it was evident that
it was a very beneficial and exciting experience for them. And
when they received their results a few weeks later and their
certificates on April 26, 2018, the satisfaction and boost of
confidence they felt about their German language abilities was
evident. Having the Goethe Language Certificate on their CVs
will add to their professional competitiveness and will open
doors for them, domestically and internationally. As you will see
in the student exam results (in appendix), most of the students
passed all four sections of their exam. Some students passed
three of four, and two passed two of four.

WORLD MUSIC ENSEMBLE
Students received instruction in bandoneon and violin from
several tango musicians via Skype. This taught them proper
tango technique in preparation for an outstanding Argentinian
tango performance. In addition, the FGCU World Music
Ensemble performed at:
} International Peace Day Celebration
} FGCU International Reception

CAMPECHE, MEXICO SITE VISIT

} Tango Night at The Arlington community

Spanish Instructor Joyce LaOrden accompanied Director of
International Services Elaine Hozdik on an exploratory visit to
Campeche, Mexico to learn about study abroad opportunities
for students at the Autonomous University of Campeche and the
Yucatan region. They visited multiple cultural sites, university
officials and with local families, who will serve as hosts to FGCU
students. With this groundwork accomplished, the first student
group will travel to Campeche in Spring 2019 for an immersive
experience in the culture and traditions in this region of Mexico.

} Music of World War I program for the Colonial Dames
of America (Naples)
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THE ART GALLERY AND ART PROGRAM

T

he FGCU Art Galleries had two major exhibitions this
year supported by the Seidler Fund, along with many
other exhibitions and programming.

} “Untethered, Stories Come Like Charms” brought
Barbara Balzer and Linda Hall together for the first time to
create a multilayered installation throughout the gallery with
ceramic and soft sculptures. Linda Hall also collaborated with
theatre professor Greg Longenhagen and David Lee White to
create an original play that was performed by FGCU theatre
students in the Wasmer Art Gallery under the guidance of
Assistant Professor of Theatre Greg Longenhagen.

} Artist Wendy Wischer made four trips from Utah to
Southwest Florida to create a new video installation and
collaborate with environmental sciences professor Win
Everham’s students. The Wasmer Art Gallery portion of the
exhibition transformed the space with a hanging projection
screen and surround sound audio track. The second part of the
exhibition was installed at four locations on the FGCU campus
and will continue to be on display. Four of these sculptures are
deemed sacred spaces identified by Dr. Everham’s students.
8

} For Theatre, funds were used to implement various
enhancements to our 2017-18 theatre productions. For
example, we were able to bring in a Commedia coach to work
with our students who were in the fall production of the
commedia dell’arte-inspired “The Servant of Two Masters.”
We also brought in professional scenic and costume designers
to work alongside our students for this production, which was
seen by 440 people. Funds also were used for the costume
and production design of our spring production of “Black
Comedy,” seen by 443 patrons, and for set costs associated
with our final production of the season, “Your Florida Fantasy,”
seen by 326 patrons. Money was also used to bring in guest
speakers, including “Your Florida Fantasy” playwright Zachary
Michael Jack, who spoke with students in Playwriting and
Script Analysis courses. He also participated in a talkback
with the audience on the production’s opening night. All of
these experiences were highly valuable for our students, who
had opportunities to learn and draw inspiration from working
professional artists.
} The 2017-18 academic year also saw the launch of a new
annual retention scholarship program for Art majors who
are at the approximate midpoint of their undergraduate career.
Titled the Rising Star Scholarship Program, four one-time $1500
awards were granted to FGCU students Kaitlyn Handley, Chloe
Lewis, Allana Nagy, and Lauren Tolan following a competitive
application process that included the submission of a written
statement and a visual portfolio. These four Art majors
continued to prove their excellence throughout the 2017-18
academic year: Kaitlyn Handley won an award for a painting
submitted to an important regional exhibition; Chloe Lewis
won multiple awards and had work purchased from the FGCU
Juried Student Exhibition; Allana Nagy assisted in curating
and installing an exhibition of Seminole patchwork at the
IMAG History and Science Center; and Lauren Tolan served as
student president for the FGCU Design Club.

THE ART GALLERY and ART PROGRAM continued

} As a direct result of funding support from the Seidler
Benefaction, during the 2017-18 fiscal year, the FGCU Art
Program was able to launch two high-impact programs that
brought significant educational, cultural and professional
enhancements to our students, and we intend to continue
both of these programs. The Art Program created a facultyled student trip to New York City August 9-14, 2017. Through
a competitive application process, nine Art majors received a
New York City Research and Travel Grant, and joined Art
Program faculty members Morgan Paine and Mary Voytek on
an intensive art-focused tour of museums, performances, and
collections. The students selected were Jadon Axe, Isabella
Baquerizo, Nicole Butcher, Gianna Dubay, Taylor Hallbeck,
Kevin Hugh-Sam, Sebastian Melendez, Allana Nagy, and
Charlotte Slabach, and every one made it clear when they
returned that this trip had an overwhelmingly positive impact
on their education and their capacities as young artists, and on
their entire world view. Most had never been to New York City,

and some had never traveled outside of Florida.
During this carefully planned whirlwind tour of New York City,
the group attended exhibitions at the Museum of Modern Art,
the Whitney Museum of American Art, the Jewish Museum,
the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, and the Brooklyn Museum. In addition, they
were able to visit Times Square, Central Park, the World Trade
Center Transportation Hub, and Rockefeller Center; take a
boat ride past the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island; and attend
a performance by the Blue Man Group. Returning to FGCU
shortly before the start of the Fall 2017 semester, the students
immediately began the creation of individual art works
reflecting on their experiences. These works were displayed
in the FGCU Arts Complex and at the FineMark National
Bank and Trust in Estero, and the students gave a special
presentation detailing their experiences at the Fall 2017 Art
Majors Meeting. Planning is now under way for the next Art
Program trip to New York in August 2019.
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THE SEIDLER SPEAKER SERIES

D

uring the 2017-18 academic year, the college hosted a
diverse set of four engaging speakers who enlivened
our intellectual discourse and brought large crowds of
faculty, staff and students along with community members onto
the FGCU campus.
} Brian Turner mesmerized the audience with his personal
depiction of war and relationships among soldiers and with
others. He is a poet and memoirist who served seven years
in the US Army. He is the author of two poetry collections,
“Phantom Noise” and “Here, Bullet,” which won the 2005
Beatrice Hawley Award, the New York Times “Editor’s Choice”
selection, the 2006 PEN Center USA “Best in the West” award,
the 2007 Poets Prize, and others. Turner’s work has been
published in National Geographic, The New York Times,
Poetry Daily, Harper’s Magazine, and other respected journals.
Turner has been awarded a United States Artists Fellowship, an
NEA Fellowship, a Lannan Foundation Fellowship, and more.
His recent memoir, “My Life as a Foreign Country,” has been
called, “achingly, disturbingly, shockingly beautiful.”
} Dr. Lisa Anderson brought her extensive expertise in Middle
Eastern affairs for a talk about the current state of the Arab
world. She explained that as states in the Arab world collapse
into conflict, the people of the region resort to other kinds of
identities and institutions to provide the necessities of daily
life in the 21st century. She posed the question: from religious
sects to trading networks and family connections, how has the
last century of state formation and deformation shaped these
alternatives and what might they mean for politics –
in the region and beyond – in the coming decades?
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} Dr. Robin Rogers is a Professor of Chemistry, and a serial
entrepreneur. He gave a scintillating talk about the use of
chemistry to solve vexing environmental problems, clarifying
the highly technical topic in ways that could be understood by
all. He explained that humanity has always relied on Nature
for survival, but today oil is treated as a feedstock and used
to produce chemicals to suit any purpose, from fuels and
medicines to plastics. Dr. Rogers believes that by reducing
our reliance on Nature, we have forgotten our respect of
Nature in the process. We live in a world that is covered by
non-biodegradable synthetic plastics that mar landscapes and
threaten oceans. The ability to replace synthetic plastics with
renewable biopolymers from plants and animals exists, but the
consistencies of supply and economies of scale to make them
competitive are not. His talk explored the entire range of the
“biorefinery concept,” from dissolution, conversion of plant
and animal resources into value added chemicals, extraction
of essential oils or vital chemicals, to isolation of pure
biopolymers and production of new biomaterials from them.
} Dr. Drew Leder. The final lecture for 2017-18 was delivered
by Dr. Drew Leder, a professor of Western and Eastern
Philosophy at Loyola University Maryland. He spoke about our
ageist culture that often takes a negative view of growing older,
that even our notions of ‘aging well’ tend toward a reductionist
view of the self. He explored alternative paradigms from a
variety of cultural and religious traditions, East and West, and
the promising alternatives they offer to 21st-century Americans.
Using ancient stories and modern examples, a variety of
archetypes of elderhood as associated with contemplation,
service, transformation, and joy were shared.

