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Following is a description of the programs funded by the
Seidler Endowment during the 2016-17 academic year.

STUDENT/FACULTY
COLLABORATIVE UNDERGRADUATE
SCHOLARLY FELLOWSHIPS

T

hese fellowships are designed to pair students and faculty in
collaborative scholarly or creative work during the summer
term. They represent work that may be completed during
that time frame, or may be the beginning of a long-term project. In
either case, they allow students to work in their chosen discipline,
guided by a faculty expert. A Request for Proposals was sent to all
faculty members in the College of Arts and Sciences on Nov. 29, 2016,
soliciting proposals for scholarly projects to be undertaken by student/
faculty teams. By Feb. 3, the selection committee had received 29
full proposals. Of these, 14 were selected for funding. A description
of each proposal awarded follows, including the faculty and student
participants. A showcase demonstrating the outcomes of each of
the projects will be scheduled during the upcoming academic year.
} Faculty Member: Dan Bacalzo, Bower School of Music & the
Arts, Theatre
} Student: Laura Moch
} Project Title: Dramaturgy for a world premier play, Your
Florida Fantasy
} Description: FGCU will produce the world premier of Zachary
Michael Jack’s new play, Your Florida Fantasy, during the spring
2018 semester. Dr. Bacalzo and Laura Moch will collaborate with the
playwright to assist in revisions to ready the play for performance.
} Faculty Member: Greg Boyce, Chemistry and Physics
Department, Chemistry
} Student: Kellie Martinez
} Project Title: Efficient Synthesis of Bioactive Natural Products
} Description: Research to produce a concise synthesis
of thujone and related bioactive natural products will be
undertaken. These compounds are important pharmaceuticals,
but can be extracted only in small amounts. Creating efficient
high yielding syntheses would be an important advance.
} Faculty Member: Jon Braddy, Communication and Phil. Dept.,
Communication
} Student: Gunnar Gibson
} Project Title: Liberation – South Africa Post-Apartheid
} Description: Cultural immersion and ethnography will be
employed to produce a documentary film, working with the
University of the Free State and the Institute for Reconciliation
and Social Justice in South Africa.
} Faculty Member: Anne Carncross, Bower School of Music &
the Arts, Theatre
} Student: Emma Paige Cook
} Project Title: Scene Shop Training and Resource Manual
} Description: The project will result in the production of a
training manual for scene shop tools and their operation that will
be used by all theatre students.
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} Faculty Member: Anna Goebel, Biology
} Student: Marisa Sauer
} Project Title: Evolutionary adaptations in the silver palm and
American beautyberry
} Description: Baseline ecological data will be gathered to
better understand their biology, and to devise conservation and
management strategies.
} Faculty Member: Jeff Hutchinson, Chemistry and Physics
} Student: Anthony Grippo
} Project Title: Analyzing dark matter production at colliders
} Description: This project will contribute to our understanding
of the nature of dark matter using open-source software
developed by the high energy physics community.
} Faculty Member: Erik Insko, Mathematics
} Student: Chance Hamilton
} Project Title: Learnin’ a machine to find Waldo!
} Description: The project seeks to create an open-source
software package in the Python computer language that
implements machine learning techniques to find and display
desired individuals in a complex image.
} Faculty Member: Bill Locascio
} Student: Kelly Jones
} Project Title: Late archaic ceramic production in the
Okeechobee basin of South Florida
} Description: This project will investigate prehistoric
ceramic production in South Florida using X-ray fluorescence
(XRF) spectrometry. This method allows for the analysis of
archaeological remains, determining their overall composition,
and permitting archeologists to address questions about the
nature and location of production of goods and their exchange.
} Faculty Member: Meghan McShane, Bower School of Music &
the Arts, Art
} Students: Marshall Nathanson
} Project Title: Apiary interactions in art and ecology
} Description: This project will examine the history and material
culture of pollinator/plant interactions of pomegranate cultivars
in Bosnia Herzegovina. A comparison of pomegranate cultivars
and pollinator operations in the US and the Balkans will be
explored.
} Faculty Member: Jan Marin Meij, Social Sciences Department,
Sociology
} Student: Hannah Seitz
} Project Title: Racial justice in a changing political opportunity
climate
} Description: This project will produce insight into the
prevalent concerns surrounding racial inequality in the context
of the current political environment. Investigation of attitudes
among social movement organizations, law enforcement, policy
makers and media representatives will illuminate this topic.

} Faculty Member: Daniel Paull, Chemistry and Physics
Department, Chemistry
} Students: Nicholas Lauta and Ryan Williams
} Project Title: Preliminary studies and methodology for new
rapid functionalization methods toward syntheses of bioactive
molecules from disubstituted ketene precursors.
} Description: The project will work toward synthesis of a
new, unique catalyst that is capable of disubstituted ketene
reactions in high yield and with high enantioselectivity. The
molecules produced will be tested in various biological assays, in
collaborations within FGCU and externally.

} Faculty Member: Joseph Ross, Department of Political Science
and Public Admin.
} Student: Grant Tindall
} Project Title: Decision-making in elected and appointed state
supreme courts
} Description: This project will examine whether elected justices
are more influenced by public opinion and partisanship than
are appointed justices when making decisions regarding Fourth
Amendment search and seizure cases and environmental law.
This will involve looking at state supreme court decisions in all 50
states between 1990 and 2015.

} Faculty Member: Joelle Richard, Marine and Ecological Sciences
} Students: Savannah Myers
} Project Title: Evaluating the use of the Florida Bay scallop to
reconstruct past environments in Southwest Florida
} Description: Bay scallop shells are frequently found in shell
middens along the Gulf of Mexico coast of Florida, suggesting
that prehistory humans in Florida extensively harvested this
species. Populations of bay scallops have declined precipitously
in recent years due to undetermined reasons. This project will
calibrate growth rate of scallops near Sanibel Island using highresolution imaging. Oxygen isotopic composition of scallop
shells with also be conducted, this will help create a temperature
profile of shells from archeological sites, thereby constructing the
past environment in Southwest Florida.

} Faculty Member: Takashi Ueda, Biology Department
} Student: Dominic Enyart
} Project Title: Production of plant-based drugs for the treatment
of insulin response disorders
} Description: The goal of this project is to produce novel plantbased drugs for the treatment of non-insulin dependent diabetes
mellitus (type II diabetes) and polycystic ovary syndrome. The
drug is based on a natural compound, known as fagopyritol,
found in the seed of buckwheat plants. Genetic engineering
techniques will be used to produce fagopyritols in soybean
seeds.

HUMANITIES INITIATIVE (PAGES)

A

project designed to enhance professional success
for students majoring in humanities disciplines was
created and given the name PAGES: Professional
Development and Networking, Academic Achievement, Global
Sophistication, Engaged Living and Skills Development. PAGES
is an innovative program that helps FGCU humanities students
succeed professionally. Recent research has shown that liberal
arts education not only gives students insights for understanding
the world around them, but does a superior job developing
transferable skills – such as critical thinking, communication and
problem solving – that are the keys to professional success in a
wide range of fields.
PAGES was founded in 2015. We are a co-curricular program
that offers career exploration, professional development and
curricular and cultural enrichment to FGCU students majoring
in one of the humanities or social sciences fields. Through the
generosity of the Seidler family gift, we provide these students
with opportunities and resources to help them find careers
that match their skills and passions, and to be competitive for
professional opportunities.
Core Programs – The PAGES experience is built around
weekly programming for students. In 2016-17 we
maintained the core programming elements established in
our pilot year:
• Peer Coaching – We train students in the GROW
coaching model as they enter PAGES. We use peer coaching

PAGES participants and faculty sponsors (not all members pictured)

throughout the year as a method to prompt students to set
broad professional goals, explore career options relating to
those goals, and set achievable goals to put them on track
toward professional success.
• Career Programming – We offer students themed
weekly programming delivered by PAGES team members
who are experts in career counseling and peer mentoring.
Interest tests and other career exploration instruments were
administered to students.
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HUMANITIES INITIATIVE (PAGES) continued
• Professionalization Programming – PAGES is
committed to helping students develop “soft” and social
skills that contribute to professional success. To this
end we offer programs such as an Etiquette Dinner, and
programming on networking skills.
• Cultural Enrichment – PAGES aims to help students
learn to take advantage of cultural opportunities in and out
of the classroom. Students had the opportunity to attend an
FGCU theatre production; we brought back the “How to Use
a Bookstore” scavenger hunt, as well as our “How to Get the
Most Out of College” faculty panel.
New Programming – From its founding, PAGES was intended
to be a program that broke down the boundary between school
and the real world. In 2016-17. we established a partnership with
the Bonita Springs Chamber of Commerce; and with help from
chamber staff we connected local employers and professionals
with PAGES students. New initiatives begun this year include:
Career Showcase Programs – There’s no better way to
introduce students to a career option than to put a human face
to it. Our weekly programs this year included:
• Public & Nonprofit Careers Panel – Three professionals
working in various public and nonprofit careers spoke to
students about opportunities in that sector
• Gartner Group Presentation – A recruiter from Gartner
spoke about sales and client management opportunities at
one of the region’s largest employers
• USAID – Sarah Wines of the U.S. Agency for
International Development spoke with students about
government and NGO international careers
Performance Task - This year, PAGES piloted an exciting
new activity designed to help students apply critical thinking
and communication skills in a real life context. In the
Performance Task, students are immersed in a simulated
professional scenario, provided with a document library, and
asked to respond to a problem.
• PAGES faculty were trained by the makers of the Collegiate
Learning Assessment to develop Performance Tasks.
• Local professionals and FGCU administrators were guest
judges for the Performance Task, providing scores and
constructive criticism
• The activity was administered in the Fall and Spring
Student Funding and Internships – Part of the mission of
PAGES is to help students take advantage of educational and
cultural opportunities. This year we were able to:
• Award two students partial funding for study-abroad
opportunities
• Place a student in an internship at the Bonita Springs
Chamber of Commerce
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The Future of PAGES – In our first two years, PAGES has
established and developed our core programming model
for student professional development. Looking ahead,
our main priorities will be to expand the number of
students impacted by PAGES, increase student retention
in the program, and develop beneficial partnerships in the
community and within FGCU. Among our goals for the
coming year:
• Work with the Bonita Springs Chamber of Commerce on a
workplace tour series
• Develop an electronic system to record and track peer
mentoring and to record progress on student goals
• Develop standards for students to earn service learning
hours for peer mentoring
• Develop additional web, print and video materials to
promote PAGES
• Increase number of PAGES students placed in internships
and supported for study abroad
FGCU’s PAGES Program had an exciting pilot year in 2015-16.
PAGES began with a core conviction, that the humanities teach
students skills and insights that are both crucial to understanding
our world and a powerful path to professional success. This
program helps students take their first steps along that path, by
promoting professional growth, career exploration, and cultural
engagement for humanities students. This year, the first PAGES
cohort of students included 25 undergraduates majoring in
humanities or social science subjects.
The heart of the PAGES experience for students is
programming aimed to help them explore career options, set
professional and personal goals, and take full advantage of
their educational opportunities. This year, we trained our
first cohort in the GROW peer coaching technique, which
helps students set goals, and hold each other accountable for
making progress toward achieving them. We also provided
students with programming designed to help familiarize them
with the professional world. The Etiquette Dinner was a fun
way to instruct students on important social skills. The “YP
Roundtable” event brought in members of the Bonita Chamber’s
Young Professionals group to speak with our students about postcollege career paths.
PAGES also aims to provide cultural and international
opportunities to humanities students. We helped introduce
students to the local and regional arts community, with a Naples
Museum of Art trip and a day trip to Sarasota to visit the Asolo
Theatre and the Ringling Museum. We helped students take
advantage of international opportunities by allowing students to
submit grants for partial funding of study abroad courses.
PAGES also includes outreach to the local community. In
2015-16, we established relationships with the Greater Fort Myers
and Bonita Springs chambers of commerce, to help us with
intern placements and career exploration programming. In fact,
the Greater Fort Myers Chamber became our first internship
host this spring. The PAGES team also spoke to local groups,

HUMANITIES INITIATIVE (PAGES) continued
including the chambers, the Naples Men’s Discussion Group
and others, about liberal arts education and the workplace. We
have also begun speaking about the PAGES model at national
university conferences, such as the annual Mentoring Conference
in New Mexico last fall.
PAGES had an exciting pilot year, but we are just getting
started – next year, we will take our pilot cohort into its second
year, and bring in a new cohort of freshmen behind them. This

year, we planned for growth of the program in several areas:
We will expand internships, workplace tours, and networking
opportunities by partnering with local employers; We will expand
and improve our weekly programming for PAGES students,
taking greater advantage of speakers and local professionals;
We will create new competitive opportunities for students,
continuing grant competitions and adding team problemsolving competitions; and we will build connections within the
university, ensuring that PAGES students can take full advantage
of resources offered to students at FGCU.

OPPORTUNISTIC INVESTMENT FUND

T

his was created to provide funding for special projects,
or to meet unusual or unanticipated opportunities and
challenges. This year’s focus was on Globalizing the
Curriculum and Co-Curriculum to Enhance Student Learning. A
number of initiatives were funded in this category, and more have
been identified and will be initiated in 2017-18. The projects were
as follows:

} Die Fremde
(German: When We Leave), Feb. 13.
“Die Fremde,” which marks Feo Aladag’s debut as a producer,
writer and director, received worldwide acclaim. Following the
journey of a German/Turkish mother as she tries to take care of
her son, this film depicts the difficulties for a woman to straddle
different communities with sometimes conflicting value systems.

The Seidler International Film Festival

} Monsieur Lazhar
(French), Feb. 15
Philippe Falardeau’s “Monsieur Lazhar,” based on a one-person
play by Evelyne de la Chenelière, explores the intricate process by
which M. Lazhar earns the respect and trust of his pupils; some,
the children of immigrants or, like this devoted instructor, recent
arrivals to Quebec. Monsieur Lazhar is that rarest of movies about
education, one that avoids clichés and sentimentality, favoring
instead honesty and clear-eyed compassion.

Sponsored by the Department of Language and Literature, the
following films were shown without charge on campus during
the spring 2017 semester. Costs were $3,800 for film rights and
opening reception.
} Dans La Cour
(French: In the Courtyard), Feb. 6
This comedy follows middle-aged musician Antoine when he
decides to end his career and start working as the caretaker of
an old Parisian building. Through the friendship that emerges
between Antoine and Mathilde (Catherine Deneuve), Salvadori
finds the hope in a world of loneliness and anxiety and gives
France’s national icon, Catherine Deneuve, an opportunity to
display yet another facet of her extraordinary talent.
} Pelo Malo
(Spanish: Bad Hair), Feb. 8
“Bad Hair” is the intimate story of a nine-year-old boy’s
initiation to life and his difficult journey marked by intolerance.
Junior is a nine-year-old boy obsessed with straightening his
hair. In this bold film, Mariana Rondón gives us a rare look into
identity politics in Latin America, particularly as it relates to
racism and homophobia.

} Todos se Van
(Spanish: Everybody Leaves), Feb. 27
Sergio Cabrera’s movie brings to life the autobiographical novel
of the same name by Cuban writer Wendy Guerra. Nieve, an eightyear-old Cuban girl, is involved in the struggle of her parents to
get custody of her. This story is a celebration of freedom and a
confrontation of authority that takes place in the ’80s, in the midst
of one of the worst economic crises in Cuba.
} Wer Fruher Stirst ist Länger Tot
(German: Grave Decisions), March 1
“Wer früher stirbt ist länger tot” is a story about a boy who
thinks that he is responsible for his mother’s death. Yet this
movie is not a tragedy. Instead, Marcus H. Rosenmüller achieves
the feat of addressing death in a heartwarming way as we follow
young Sebastian’s journey to find immortality.
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OPPORTUNISTIC INVESTMENT FUND continued

Culture, Calypso and Conservation:
Connecting Trinidad and Tobago and
Southwest Florida
This project is focused on studying the connections
between the Caribbean and South Florida. In particular, the
nation of Trinidad and Tobago will be investigated. A total
of $3,500 was committed as part of an institutional match for
the Marlene M. Johnson Innovation Challenge for U.S.- Cuba,
Caribbean and Central American Mobility. The long-term
goal of this grant will be to establish a relationship between
FGCU and the University of the West Indies to create
bilateral exchange opportunities for students and faculty.
Because Trinidad and Tobago are culturally and biologically
very diverse, and not well studied, it will be an excellent
partner for many types of academic exchanges.
In 2016-17, a modest start to the relationship was established
through study of Calypso, a dominant cultural force on the
islands. Seidler funds were used to bring Calypso performers
to the FGCU campus, and to take a group of students to
Miami to study culture expressed through carnival and
calypso among the Caribbean diaspora.

Chamber Choir Baltic Tour
In May 2017, Dr. Trent Brown and Dr. Jeannie Darnell led
a group of 27 FGCU music students on a tour of Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania. Audiences delighted in the group’s
performances across these three countries, which have
deep cultural singing traditions. Of special note was the
performance at the Kaunas Cantat, an international festival to
which the choir was invited as a featured ensemble. Travel
costs were made possible through support of the Bower
School of Music & the Arts, students’ personal funds, and the
Seidler Fund ($5,000 of the $68,000 total).
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Chamber Choir Baltic tour

ENHANCEMENTS TO THE VISUAL ARTS AND THEATRE PROGRAMS

T

hrough the use of funding from the Seidler Benefaction,
during the 2016-17 academic year the Art Program was
able to support increased student exposure to major
contemporary art events, and to course-based professional
opportunities that we are unable to fund from student lab fees or
E&G accounts. In addition, both last year and this year the faculty
have made a strategic decision to hold Seidler funds in reserve
for the development and implementation of substantial studentfocused travel and scholarship projects beginning in the 2017-18
academic year.

Art Program Scholarships
The New York City trip is a one-time event, although the Art
Program intends to pursue similar projects in future. During the
spring 2017 semester, we also launched a new annual scholarship
program with funding to begin in the 2017-18 academic year. This
program, titled the Rising Star Scholarship, targets students who
are approximately midway through the Art degree program, and
serves as incentive for the retention of top students in the major.
Eight students applied through a competitive process that included
submission of written statements and a digital portfolio of studio
work. Four students were selected by Art Program faculty to receive
a one-time scholarship of $1,500 for the 2017-18 academic year.

Theatre Trip to New York City
and the Shubert Archive

Art Program Trip to
Art Basel Miami Beach
On Dec. 3, 2016, the FGCU Student Art Club hosted a charter
bus trip for 47 art students, faculty and staff to attend the
world’s premier contemporary art exhibition, Art Basel Miami
Beach. After an initial two-hour stop in the Wynwood Art
District to see the extraordinary graffiti art of the grassroots
Wynwood Walls project, the group spent the majority of the
day at the Miami Beach Convention Center taking in cuttingedge contemporary art exhibitions presented by the world’s
most famous art galleries. This trip was made possible through
collaboration with the FGCU Student Art Club, who coordinated
student attendance and secured funding support from the
Student Government Association for a substantial portion of the
cost of the bus charter. The remaining transport costs and the
admission tickets to the exhibitions at the Convention Center
were funded through the Seidler Benefaction. The response to
the trip was overwhelmingly positive for art students at all levels,
particularly those advanced students who were registered for
our capstone course, Senior Project, for the spring 2017 semester.
There are few opportunities in Southwest Florida to see worldclass contemporary art, and access to the Art Basel Miami Beach
events is very beneficial for our students.

A study abroad trip, led by Gerritt VanderMeer and Juliana
Griffin, took a group of students to Paris, London and Edinburg.
They had the opportunity to immerse themselves in art, theatre,
literature and music while exploring some of the cultural capitals
of the Western world. The final stop was at the Edinburgh
International Festival and Edinburgh Fringe Festival, where theater
companies, musicians and performance troupes from all over the
globe gather for the largest annual showcase and celebration of live
performance on the planet. Support for the trip expenses did not
come from the Seidler gift. However, a two-day stop in New York
City prior to embarking for Europe was highlighted by a visit to
the Shubert Theatre Archive, and a backstage tour of the Lyceum
Theatre, arranged by Lee Seidler. Students had a rare opportunity to
see theater history and learn from the Shubert archivist.

Large Format Banner Project for
Digital Media Workshop Students
ART 4925 (Digital Media Workshop) is the Art Program’s
most advanced curricular experience in electronic media, and
serves as a prerequisite for the capstone course in the degree,
ART 4955 (Senior Project). Students in ART 4925 are tasked
with challenging, self-generated projects that prepare them to
be competitive in the professional world of this discipline. For
three consecutive years, Professor Michael Salmond has worked
with the students in this course to produce high-quality, large
format, professionally printed 36” x 108” canvas banners for yearround display in the Arts Complex studio courtyard. This project
grounds the students in the process of developing imagery for
large-scale outdoor presentation, and additionally enhances the
aesthetic environment of the building and the campus.
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ENHANCEMENTS TO THE VISUAL ARTS AND THEATRE PROGRAMS continued

Art Program trip to New York City
The Art Program faculty made the strategic decision to
hold funds in reserve for the past two years in order to plan
and implement high-impact travel and scholarship programs
for Art students, and we targeted these funds for a facultyled student trip to New York City Aug. 9-14, 2017. Through
a competitive application process, nine Art majors were
selected to receive a New York City Research and Travel
Grant, for a program led by Art Program faculty members
Morgan Paine and Mary Voytek. This experience included
an intensive art-focused tour of museums, performances and
collections. Most of the students have never been to New
York, and all of them have expressed their gratitude both for
the opportunity and for the faculty leadership on the trip.
Months of planning went into this project.

Art Program trip to New York City

SEIDLER SPEAKER SERIES

W

e hosted three engaging speakers during the
2016-17 academic year.

Dr. James Aho, Emeritus Professor of
Sociology, Idaho State University
Abstract: Dr. Aho explores various
extremist organizations, their motivation by
conspiracy theories, how they communicate
their views with the outside world and how
they attract proponents.

Dr. Marc Lynch, Director of the Project
on Middle East Political Science, George
Washington University
Abstract: Donald Trump has promised
a bold new approach for the United States
in the Middle East. His administration has
focused on combating Iran and Islamic
extremism, while downplaying democracy
and human rights. Will Trump actually be
able to fundamentally change America’s role in the Middle
East, or will he find his administration battling the same
intractable conflicts and contradictions that have bedeviled his
predecessors? Will his policies drive the U.S. toward war with
Iran or Syria?
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Dr. David Helfand, Professor of Astronomy,
Columbia University
Abstract: The Earth’s climate is changing.
That’s both beyond dispute and nothing
new. The important questions are: What’s
driving this change? How fast will change
occur? What does the future hold? Few
public debates are carried out with so much
misinformation and irrational exuberance.
So now for something completely different: a dispassionate
analysis of what we actually know and what we don’t yet know
about climate change. My approach is to distinguish facts from
fictions, and physics certainties from feedback uncertainties.
Every planet’s temperature is controlled by a simple balance
between the energy it receives and the energy it radiates back
into space, and we will examine each of the factors affecting this
balance in turn.

