FIRST FRIDAY NEWS

A Letter from the Director

Dear friends of the Bower School of Music & the Arts,
It is inspiring to see our students, faculty, and staff back on
campus for another productive, if very different, academic
year. The fall semester has commenced with a strong sense
of caution, but also with much-needed optimism. The
coronavirus challenge presents an opportunity not only to
adapt but also to thrive in the new reality. This pandemic
also allows time for self-reflection, studio practice, and
closer examination of what truly matters to us as global
artists and virtual citizens.
I would like to remind everyone that at this time, and until
further notice, we are not planning any events that would
be open to the public. Our direct approach is to present a
selection of recorded concerts, art exhibits, and theater
plays taking place mainly online. Our partnership with
WGCU Public Media will allow us to stream Bower
School events on WGCU media platforms and reach a
much broader outside audience. Our virtual offerings will
continue to increase as the year goes on so please stand by
for more information coming soon.
The best way to stay informed about future plans is to visit
our website. Please keep checking fgcu.edu/bsma for more
information and updates about concerts, exhibitions,
lectures, theatre performances and other announcements.
We will be posting new information and fresh virtual
content in the coming weeks. If you are not receiving our
emails yet, please make sure you are on the BSM&A
mailing list. Please continue to check emails for updates
regarding reopening plans, future concerts, and Bower
School announcements.
I want to stress again that our # 1 priority is maintaining
everyone's health and safety throughout the year. We
managed to start the fall semester relatively well. However,
this pandemic is not over. It will continue to be a significant
threat for some time to come. I hope everyone remains
vigilant, careful, and committed to everyone’s health and
safety. We are all in this together.
I would like to wish everyone a good and productive year.
Stay inspired and focused on your art.
GO EAGLES!
Dr. Krzysztof Biernacki
Director, Bower School of Music & the Arts

Faculty News

Barry Cavin’s (Theatre) latest creation, Ori, as performed
by Ghostbird Theatre Company, can currently be found on
YouTube. Originally, the premiere would have taken place
at the Calusa Nature Center, but COVID-19 forced the
company to think outside the box which is part of their
mission. In the past, Ghostbird’s productions have taken
place throughout SWFL at locations including the
Langford-Kingston Home in Ft. Myers, Koreshan State
Park in Estero and, with Ori an abandoned village. An
article about this production, written by Tom Hall, can be
found here. Ghostbird Theatre’s production of Ori can be
viewed on YouTube.

Ghostbird Theatre Company’s production of Barry Cavin’s new
show, Ori, now available on YouTube

Focus On…
The Piano Studio in the Bower School of Music, headed by
Dr. Michael Baron (Music) can often be seen in the Student,
Faculty and Alumni News sections of the First Friday News.
The students and alumni have won competitions and
performed in venues throughout the world, and the
COVID-19 global pandemic has not slowed this group
down. This month’s Focus On… will share two stories from
the Piano Studio, including a look into the virtual studio of
Dr. Baron.
First, however, please meet Fernando López Flores (junior,
Music), a native of Bolivia who was not able to travel home
for the summer due to the pandemic. He knew that the
pandemic was taking a toll on the people of Bolivia, and
worked with The Bolivian Chamber Music Society to create
a program to offer some relief to both patients and health
care workers alike. This is how Music to Breathe 24/7
began.

Focus On… (continued)

Focus On… (continued)

According to the initial proposal:
In the first phase of Music to Breathe 24/7, which
will take place from August 10th to 17th, 2020,
fourteen extraordinary Bolivian musicians and
some foreigners will be available to play personal
concerts at any time of the day, be it dawn, noon or
midnight. Each musician will do a 12-hour shift–
similar to the shifts that medical personnel do in
hospitals–in which they will be available to
listeners directly affected by COVID-19, COVID-19
patients, close relatives of COVID- 19 patients and
health care workers. The repertoire chosen aims to
provide air, space and tranquility. The concerts
will be personalized, from a musician to a listener
and will have a flexible duration of between 5 to 30
minutes.
At the beginning of August, The Bolivian Chamber Music
Society posted a video on their Facebook page to announce
the project. The project gained international recognition,
and an article recently appeared in El Pais in Spain.
Testimonials such as, “A beautiful connection with music,
therapy for the soul in hard times of uncertainty” and “My
husband and I are healthcare workers. I am finishing my
covid-19 rehabilitation, and this concert really filled my
soul with peace to continue in the fight.”
With the first of what will be monthly, at least through
December, session completed, we caught up with Mr.
López Flores to learn more. Here is what he had to say
about this experience:
I am a member of The Bolivian Chamber Music
Society, currently led by Camila Barrientos, Bruno
Lourensetto and Sergio Escalera. We faced the
pandemic by creating a variety of artistic and
pedagogical
content
on
social
media.
Unfortunately, some of our relatives got infected
with the virus, and I knew my healthcare worker
cousins were risking their lives day after day. In
that sense, we felt the responsibility to create a
program in which, through a simple Facebook
request, people would immediately receive a
video-call from a musician to perform a free and
personal mini-concert. Under the guidance of
Bolivian composer and music therapist Teresa
Laredo, each one of us took on 12-hour shifts so
that music could be offered 24/7 for an entire
week. This was a life-changing experience because
it gave a sense of purpose to my career and opened
my mind to the endless possibilities of using art to
help others. None of this would have been possible
without the support of Dr. Baron and the Bower
School of Music; as well as my sponsors Chuck
Lussenhop and Kayetta Slocum; and Music Theory
instructor Dr. [Christopher] Endrinal (Music),
who taught me long ago that giving our time to
others is fundamental.

Fernando López Flores posing at the piano in the U. Tobe Recital
Hall (left) and on a WhatsApp call with COVID-19 patient
Mariana Bredow in Bolivia

The Covid crisis has demanded that we safeguard students
and professors during music lessons. Dr. Michael Baron,
the Myra and Van Williams Distinguished Professor in
Music has been able to transform his studio to do just
that. Most lessons are currently given virtually. FGCU has
provided Baron with the necessary equipment to be able to
continue highly effective lessons. The studio is equipped
with multiple cameras, special microphones, speakers and
headsets, as well as two screens that allow students to hear
and view Baron in detail from various angles. Not only are
students in this country able to make use of this set-up, but
students who have not been able to return to FGCU from
foreign countries can continue their education
uninterrupted. Additionally, when a lesson is occasionally
given in person his studio has been equipped with a large
plexiglass screen between the two pianos along with an air
filtration device.

From his on-campus studio, Michael Baron teaches Arturo
Fernandez who is currently in Peru

If you have any questions or comments concerning the
First Friday News, or if you have information about the
work being done by our alumni, please feel free to
contact Joanna Hoch, Events Coordinator, by email at
jhoch@fgcu.edu.

