FIRST FRIDAY NEWS

A Letter from the Director

Dear friends of the Bower School of Music & the Arts,
It’s hard to believe that the summer is gone and we are
already in September. As students come back from their
summer activities, life quickly returns to our beautiful
FGCU campus. Music, theater and art once again fill the
hearts and minds of our students and keep everyone
inspired for another exciting year.
It has been exceptionally busy three weeks for us already!
On August 19th we celebrated Artlab opening of Global
Sustainable Design exhibition featuring student works
inspired by their 2019 Design Study Abroad. On August
29th Wasmer Gallery celebrated Open to Interpretation
featuring new donations to FGCU Galleries, research of art
student Farrah Alkhadra (junior, Art), as well as selections
from permanent collections including works never
displayed before such as sculptures, paintings and prints.
We are grateful to Gene and Lee Seidler, the State of Florida
Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs and the
Florida Council on Art and Culture and WGCU Public
Media for their sponsorship on this event. On September
26, FGCU Art Galleries will continue our tradition of the
Reunion Series by presenting FGCU Alumni Artists
Adriana Flores (’17, Art) and Felipe Maldonado (’16, Art).
These two accomplished American artists will exhibit
Nosotros where they deconstruct their Latino heritage and
address issues of ethnic roots, values, personality and
individual accomplishments. This event is sponsored by
the FGCU Alumni Association and WGCU Public Media.
Our music faculty and students have also been very busy
with ensemble auditions and preparations for exciting
events. FGCU Symphonic Band will present its first concert
of the season on September 19 featuring all French
repertoire composed especially for symphonic band. At
this time of the year we also kick off our own Nisita Concert
Series with the season opener scheduled for September 24
and featuring percussionist Jason Baker. This concert,
titled New Music Mississippi, will feature premiere
performance of new works for solo marimba by composers
from the state of Mississippi. FGCU Percussion Ensemble
will also participate in this event. On September 29 we are
very proud to welcome Fort Myer’s own Mastersingers
Chamber Chorus to our Nisita Concert Series as a premiere
choral ensemble of Southwest Florida. The Mastersingers
Chamber Chorus is a subset of the larger group which
performs diverse repertoire from the Renaissance to the
music of today.

A Letter from the Director (continued)

I hope everyone is enjoying the first weeks of our new
academic year. If we have not met yet, please don’t hesitate
to introduce yourself when we see each other on campus. I
will be delighted to meet you.
See you at the Bower School of
Music & the Arts where we
inspire, create and perform!
Dr. Krzysztof Biernacki, Director
Bower School of Music & the Arts

Faculty, Student & Alumni News
Over the summer, Tom Cimarusti (Music) and three
students from MUH3212: Music History II were recipients
of the Communities in Transition grant. The grant funded
research in FGCU Special Collections/Archives which
currently houses a large repository of musical artifacts
associated with the Koreshan Unity, a late 19th-century
religious cult that settled in Estero in 1894. Each of the
students researched a specific part of the collection. Dr.
Cimarusti worked on the completion of an edition of
Koreshan hymns; Gabie Goral (junior, Music) documented
musical events advertised in The Flaming Sword, the longest
running Koreshan publication; Manessa Abraham (senior,
Music) collated Koreshan festival programs that clearly
demonstrate the Koreshan community's interest in Western
art music; Mauricio Nella (senior, Music) worked on the
oral histories of the collection, transcribing such histories
by noted Koreshan members that remained active into the
early 20th century.

(left to right) Tom Cimarusti, Gabie Goral, Manessa Abraham,
Mauricio Nella

Faculty, Student & Alumni News (continued)

Focus On… (continued)

Carolann Sanita (adjunct Music) recently performed with
the Gulf Coast Symphony in an evening of Broadway
favorites at Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall.

On July 19th four digital media design students Haley Levy,
Isabella Baquerizo, Meg Brunner, Davina Angstenberger
and Marjorie Johnston created branding artwork and
pitched to the building’s committee. The students were
working from limited knowledge of the building (as it is
still being built) and the vision of the committee (who
wanted to keep an open mind). After a very successful and
professional pitching meeting two students, Isabella (Izzy)
and Haley were chosen to further develop their concepts
and re-pitch towards a final decision. These two students
had two weeks to develop their designs based upon
feedback from the committee and then produce mock-up
artwork for stationary, building signage, print and digital
advertisements.

Francie Huber (adjunct Theatre) taught advanced students
of the Orlando Ballet Summer Intensive for 3 weeks.

(left to right) Francie Huber (center in orange) with the students
from Orlando Ballet Summer Intensive; Marina Neubert

Congratulations to Marina Neubert (’19, Theatre) on her
new job as the Events Coordinator at the Gulfshore
Playhouse. When speaking of her new position, Marina
stated, “The Gulfshore Playhouse founder and producing
artistic director, Kristen Coury, visited our senior capstone
class and talked about her background leading up to how
the theatre became what it is today. It was so inspirational
that I wanted to ask her questions to find out more and let
her know that I have an interest in events. During that
semester, I volunteered to help with ushering for shows to
complete service learning hours for my theatre degree.
Through these actions, I received a job offer from the
Gulfshore Playhouse and here I am today. It's crazy how
just asking questions and being involved can lead to
connections and potential career opportunities.”
Anne-Marie Bouche (Art) joined the Theatre/English
Study Abroad program this summer during their visit to
Rome to offer insight into the history of Art in the region.

Focus On…
In this installment of our series focusing on one of the
talents from the BSM&A, you will meet Haley Levy (senior,
Art) who recently participated in a partnership between
The Collective, a unique design hub and catalyst for
inspiration located in the Naples Design District slated to
open at the end of 2019, and FGCU and its Digital Media
Design students to create a new logo for the Hub. While
five students from the Digital Media Design concentration,
which has now officially been made a major, Ms. Levy
ultimately created the winning design.
Mike Salmond (Art) recently described the experience:
“In early July Chad Jensen who is on the steering
committee for the Naples Design District development,
contacted me about the possibility of having a student
design branding for their flagship design building “The
Collective”. We thought it might be an interesting idea to
have several students create concepts and then pitch them
to the building’s committee.

After this second round of pitching the committee chose
Haley Levy as the finalist and to use her branding for the
flagship building. On Tuesday August 20th Haley was
presented with an award for her branding work and was
signed onto a contract for her designs. As part of the award
ceremony myself and Haley were walked through the
building her work would promote which is due to be open
to the public in January 2020.
This is an extremely
exciting project for the
newly launched Digital
Media Design major.
To have a design
undergraduate
(and
one who has not
graduated
yet)
be
selected to have their
work
form
the
Haley Levy with the Award
branding
for
such
an
Committee
exciting building at the
heart of the design district is an amazing opportunity for
Digital Media Design and FGCU.”
While looking back at the
experience, Levy said, ““I
enjoyed competing with
others in my class for a real
world goal,” said Ms. Levy.
“At first, I was intimidated to
show my ideas to real world
professionals, but I was
excited to present my work
and be taken seriously in the
field that I am really
passionate about. I also
enjoyed getting feedback
from the committee and
working with them to create a logo they felt encompassed
all that they wanted to be!”
We look forward to seeing Ms. Levy’s logo when the
building is officially open in January of 2020.
Congratulations, Haley!

Hannah Wagoner (junior, Music) recently photographed a
rehearsal of the Wind Ensemble

September Events
August 30-October 3
Open to Interpretation: Selections from the Permanent Collection; Wasmer Art Gallery, Arts Complex, FGCU
This exhibition is free and open to the public Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
More information can be found at fgcu.edu/artgalleries
Thursday, September 19
7:30 p.m. Symphonic Band Concert; Estero High School, 21900 River Ranch Rd, Estero
This concert is free and open to the public
Tuesday, September 24
7:30 p.m. Jason Baker, marimba Nisita Concert Series; U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building
Tickets are $10 for the general public and $7 for students and are available at fgcu.edu/concerts
Thursday, September 26
5:00 p.m. Nosotros: Adriana Flores & Felipe Maldonado opening reception; ArtLab in the west side of the Library
building, FGCU
This event is free and open to the public; More information can be found at fgcu.edu/artgalleries
September 27-November 7
Nosotros: Adriana Flores & Felipe Maldonado; ArtLab in the west side of the Library building, FGCU
This exhibition is free and open to the public Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; More information can be
found at fgcu.edu/artgalleries
Sunday, September 29
3:00 p.m. Mastersingers Chamber Chorus Nisita Concert Series; U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building
Tickets are $10 for the general public and $7 for students and are available at fgcu.edu/concerts
For the most up-to-date information, visit www.fgcu.edu/CAS/BSMA

If you have any questions or comments concerning the First Friday News, or if you have information about the work
being done by our alumni, please feel free to contact Joanna Hoch, Events Coordinator, by email at jhoch@fgcu.edu.

