FIRST FRIDAY NEWS

A Letter from the Director
Dear Friends,

The 2020-21 academic year is officially over. Despite
unprecedented challenges, the pandemic year was full of
unforgettable events which offered a wide range of moving
experiences. Our students won important competitions,
produced online plays, engaged in meaningful research,
and created inspiring works of art. Our faculty continued
to emphasize the importance of context in history and
contemporary culture, provided our students with a clear
sense of direction and hope towards careers in creative
industries, and taught artistic subjects with a keen
awareness of profound global changes, renewed
perspectives, and unknown future possibilities.
I would like to thank our students, faculty, and staff for
their hard work, commitment, and dedication to our
mission. I am also grateful to our donors for their ongoing
support of our programs. As we celebrate the end of this
challenging year, I look forward to our next season when
we start the school year with a renewed sense of energy and
optimism. I hope to personally see you at the Bower School
of Music & the Arts this fall. Until then, please take care of
one another, stay healthy, and have a good summer.
Go Eagles!

23rd Annual Juried Student Art Exhibition

On March 18, the award recipients for the 23rd Annual
Juried Student Art Exhibition were announced. The awardwinners announcement can be seen here.
College of Arts and Sciences Dean’s Scholarship Award
Eric Loya
Method & Concept Scholarship Awards
Shealyn Cunningham
Ariel Collins
Carl E. Schwartz Award for Artistic Endeavor Scholarship
Marcela Pulgarin
Sanibel - Captiva Rotary Club Award of Excellence
Julio Gonzalez Batista
Robert Rauschenberg Residency Award of Excellence
Farrah Alkhadra
Southwest Florida Fine Craft Guild Awards of Excellence
Shealyn Cunningham
Megan McCarthy
Ariel Collins

Dr. Krzysztof Biernacki
Director, Bower School of Music & the Arts

Alumni News
Priscila Navarro (’14, Music) has been selected as one of the
24 semi-finalists from an original 264 to be brought to
England in September for the Leeds International Piano
Competition. This is one of the very top competitions in the
world. Contestants from Austria, Bulgaria, Canada, China,
Croatia, Germany, Iran, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan,
Morocco, Peru, Poland, Russia, South Korea, Ukraine & UK
advanced to this round. No Americans! Priscila will be
representing Peru. More information about this
competition can be found here. Priscila also won the Frost
Music Competition which will allow her to be featured at
Carnegie Hall in the future. Finally, she performed the Bach
D minor Concerto and Turina Rhapsodia Sinfonica with the
Southwest Florida Symphony Orchestra on April 26 at
Shell Point and May 1 at Barbara B Mann.

Eric Loya
FGCU Art Galleries Featured Artists Awards and
Frame-It Award of Excellence
Julio Gonzalez Batista
Melanie Potter
Congratulations again to all of the artists who participated
in this year’s exhibition and thanks go out to the jurors: Pat
Collins, Tom Hall and Chad Jensen.

Eric Loya, Dystopia Utopia #1, 2 & 3, Graphic Design

Student News

Student News (continued)

Congratulations to pianist Arturo Fernandez (sophomore,
Music) for winning the first-place prize of $15,000 at the
BIG ARTS Music Competition. More about the winners of
this competition can be found here.

John Davis recently featured the FGCU Jazz Combo during
an edition of Gulf Coast Life: Arts Edition on WGCU. The
Combo performed some of their original work, and were
interviewed with their director, Brandon Robertson
(Music).
The Bower Percussion Quartet was recently featured in an
article both on FGCU360.com and in the print edition.

Alumni News (continued)
Anne Carncross (Theatre) recently was the Lighting
Designer for TheatreZone’s production of Best of Bacharach.
This production also featured the work of several alums
and current students: Assistant Stage Manager, Rebecca
Nelson (’20, Theatre); Projections, Maddie Anderson
(senior, Theatre); Spotlight Operator, Reid Ackerman
(junior, Theatre); Stage Manager, Noelle Horldt (senior,
Theatre); and Assistant Lighting Designer, Jesse Emby (’21,
Theatre).
Arturo Fernandez

Congratulations to Lisa Acevedo (sophomore, Music) for
her first-place finishes in her age group in 2 international
singing competitions: Music of Germany and Austria
competition where she sang Das Veilchen by Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart and the Mediterranean Europe
competition where she sang El Majo Discreto by Enrique
Granados. She also won second prize in the 2021 Baroque
Music Competition for singing If Music Be the Food of Love
by Henry Purcell.
Grace Anderson (junior, Music) was the winner of the
Third-Year Student of the Year award in the Honors
College. The award was given to her in a surprise ceremony
during a Chamber Choir rehearsal that included a serenade
by presenter, Terumi Rafferty-Osaki (Honors College).

(left to right) Rebecca Nelson, Anne Carncross, Noelle Horldt,
Jesse Emby, Maddie Anderson, Reid Ackerman

Congratulations to Joey Giangreco (’15, Music) for being
named a Teacher of Distinction through the Lee County
School District as a K-8 Music Teacher at The Sanibel School
where he has been teaching for 6 years.

(left to right) Terumi Rafferty-Osaki leads members of the Honors
College to surprise Grace Anderson; Terumi Rafferty-Osaki,
Grace Anderson and Trent Brown
Joey Giangreco

Featuring…

Featuring…(continued)

Beginning in the fall, we will be checking in with a Bower
School of Music & the Arts alum each month, and that
person will then be the focus of a new section called
“Featuring…” Before we officially start this new feature,
however, we would like to introduce you to Joseph
Herrera (’19, Theatre) who recently returned to help with a
last-minute change to the Theatre season.

“Returning to FGCU was amazing!” he enthuses. “It felt
great getting right back into the creative swing of things
with people like Dr. Dan Bacalzo and Anne Carncross,
professors whom I respect very much. It felt like I never
left, and I'd be more than happy to return and help with
any projects in the future!”
Still, Herrera is not ready for all theatre to start streaming
online. “My favorite part of filming the show was actually
getting to be in the room and seeing it performed live,” he
says. “My greatest hope with the filmed version of Oedipus
the King is that it can provide even a fraction of the raw
feeling that I experienced being in the TheatreLab with the
performers.”
Oedipus the King, directed for the stage by Dr. Dan Bacalzo
with cinematography and editing by Joseph Herrera, can
be viewed at https://video.wgcu.org/video/oedipus-theking-presented-by-the-fgcu-theatre-program-vzky2v/.

The 2020-2021 academic year has been a challenging one
for the FGCU Theatre Program, with directors coming up
with different solutions to the problem of how to stage a
production during a pandemic. In the fall, Prof. Barry
Cavin directed an experimental film, entitled River Sonnets.
Most recently, Prof. Kristin Mellian presented Richard
Nelson’s play Sweet and Sad as a recorded Zoom
production. Dr. Dan Bacalzo’s staging of Sophocles’s
ancient Greek tragedy, Oedipus the King, was the most
traditional of this year’s productions, as it was performed
in the FGCU TheatreLab. But without a live audience.
Instead, FGCU Theatre alum Joseph Herrera (class of 2019)
was hired to video record the production, and then edit the
footage into a film. Herrera went beyond expectations, with
numerous cameras in play, as he hopped back and forth
between them to adjust camera angles.
“The biggest challenge was definitely trying to edit with a
forced perspective,” says Herrera. “With live theatre, an
audience member gets to choose exactly what they want to
be looking at: reactions, costumes, the set, lighting.
Everyone gets their own unique experience in the audience.
I tried as much as possible to allow for some of that
freedom and highlight as many aspects of the production
as possible.”
Herrera currently teaches Drama and Reading at
Challenger Middle School in Cape Coral, Grades 6-8, and
was excited to come back to his alma mater for this project.

Oedipus confronting Tiresias from Oedipus the King; (opposite
column) Joseph Herrera

Don’t miss the chance to see a sample of this season’s
events, thanks to our streaming partner, WGCU Public
Media

If you have any questions or comments concerning the
First Friday News, or if you have information about the
work being done by our alumni, please feel free to
contact Joanna Hoch, Events Coordinator, by email at
jhoch@fgcu.edu.

Hansel and Gretel

23rd Annual Juried Student Art Exhibition
Award Winners

Cast 1 (top) and 2 (bottom) of Opera Workshop’s Hansel and Gretel

Sweet and Sad

(clockwise from upper left) Ariel Collins, Himba Groceries, 2021,
Acrylic; Megan McCarthy, Sunlight Kisses, 2021, Acrylic on
canvas; Marcela Pulgarin, Burn it, Babe!, 2020, Wood block print;
Shealyn Cunningham, Sunday Morning, 2021, Ceramic; Farrah
Alkhadra, Untitled, 2021, Welded steel and dyed resin; Melanie
Potter, Mind Travels, 2020, Ink on paper; Julio Gonzalez Batista,
Assumptions of Gemini, 2021, Wire
A screenshot from the Theatre Program’s recent virtual
production of Sweet and Sad

