FIRST FRIDAY NEWS
A Letter from the Director
Dear Friends of the Bower School of Music & the Arts,
I want to take a few moments to reflect on the 2020-21 academic year and provide some perspective on the accomplishments
of students and faculty of the Bower School of Music & the Arts. I am proud to report that the 2020-21 academic year was
a success. Despite the shutdowns, widespread cancellations, and negative impact on research and creative activity, the
Bower School continues to serve as the cultural hub of the FGCU campus while preparing students to excel as professionals
in the Arts, Digital Media Design, Music, and Theater.
First, we would like to congratulate our Spring 2021 graduates and celebrate their accomplishments. Degrees awarded
include:
ART & DESIGN:
Bachelor of Art degree: Farah Alkhadra, Leann Chipman, Adam Claggett, Ariel Collins, Yessenia Cruz, Bethany Eskridge,
Jennifer Fuentes, Beata Gruca, Geneviv Iriarte, Taylor Martindale, Rachel Peek, Taylor Thompson
Bachelor of Art in Digital Media Design: Knoah Blake, Jordan Brown, Thomas Carrasquillo, Ryan Dunbar, Dominick
Fuller, Alyx Gonzalez, Thomas Griffin, Angela Humphrey, Haley Jouret, Haley Keller, Molly Kopinsky, Lauren Liles, Eric
Loya, Anne McCoy, Lynsi Nickerson, Meghan O’Quinn, Ana Quintana, Brooke Regent, James Rice, Alexis Sewell, Amalia
Smith.
MUSIC:
Bachelor of Arts in Music Performance: James Beck, Paula Alva Garcia, Diego Davilla, Sandra Escribano, Melissa Sanchez,
and Peter Knoll.
Bachelor of Music Education: Michael Flores-Perez, Jacob Cowley, and Karl Nilssen.
Bachelor of Music Therapy: Nicole Kimmel.
Bachelor of Arts in Music: Lydia Coyner.
THEATRE:
Bachelor of Art in Theatre degree: Madeleine Anderson, Jesse Emby, Julie McCracken, Briallen, Sanchez-Thurber, Esther
Zuercher.
We congratulate our graduates, and we wish them all the best in their professional endeavors!
I am also pleased to report that, regardless of the great disruptions experienced this year, the Bower School offered 90
events, including art exhibits, music concerts, theater plays, art & design senior projects, and junior & senior student recitals:
Music performances including faculty & students, guest artists, and Nisita Concert Series – 36 events:
Fall 2020
13
Spring 2021
23
Art exhibitions at Wasmer Art Gallery & ArtLab – 10 events:
Fall 2020
5
Spring 2021

5

Art special events including lectures, senior projects, and Empty Bowls presentations – 3 events:
Fall 2020
2
Spring 2021
1
Theater and opera performances – 4 productions:
Fall 2020
1
Spring 2021

3

Music student recitals (junior & senior) – 38 events:
Fall 2020
12
Spring & Summer 2021 26
Even though we could not welcome outside guests and had to observe reduced seating capacity limits, Bower School events
attracted over 1100 in-person FGCU audience members and well over 1,200 views on WGCU streaming and YouTube Live
broadcasts.

From the curricular perspective, we have exponentially increased virtual class offerings in all BSM&A programs and
produced new video content. The need for social distancing and concern for everyone’s well-being has inspired us to work
in smaller groups, rehearse outside, convert our parking garage into a rehearsal venue, and make innovative
accommodations for all curricular offerings. We have also launched a successful partnership with WGCU Public Media to
stream BSM&A performances and events and established a new collaboration with Sanibel Music Festival. We successfully
delivered online versions and socially distanced face-to-face Art and Design senior projects and gallery events. We also
found virtual ways to keep up with the BSM&A traditions of presenting our favorite seasonal events like the Annual Empty
Bowls Pottery Sale and Joyful & Triumphant holiday concert. We offered outstanding virtual guest artist lectures and
premiered River Sonnets, Oedipus the King, and Sweet and Sad as digital theater performances, two of which are currently
available on YouTube. Our faculty and students won important competitions, engaged in meaningful research, and
produced inspiring works of art. Patricia Fay, Coordinator of Art Program, and Maria Rocca, Chair of Interdisciplinary
Studies, presented a powerful art installation as a Covid-19 Memorial Project installed on the FGCU library lawn. The idea
behind this large-scale art concept was to commemorate thousands of lives lost to Covid-19 with particular emphasis on
residents of Florida and our three counties. This project involved hundreds of students who produced and installed over
10,000 handmade porcelain votives. Field of Remembrance, Cathedral of Sky was dedicated last March as part of FGCU
Remembers: The COVID Memorial Project. A related interactive exhibit called What We Lost, What We Learned, What We Hope
For was also displayed in ArtLab. Fernando Lopez Flores, junior in Bachelor of Arts in Piano Performance degree, partnered
with Bolivian Chamber Music Society members to create an innovative way to perform live music concerts for Covid-19
patients and health care workers in South America. Musica Para Respirar / Music to Breathe 24/7 presented over 350 concerts
as personalized messages of hope and healing delivered through the WhatsApp messaging system. Musica Para Respirar /
Music to Breathe 24/7 has been embraced in multiple South American countries and was well received in Europe. It caught
the attention of various organizations and will continue as a free service for Covid-19 patients throughout this summer.
Bower School of Music & the Arts faculty and students also engaged in various forms of scholarship and creative activity.
During the 2020-21 academic year, the COVID-19 health emergency had unforeseen impacts on scholarship and service.
Nevertheless, this year our faculty engaged in the following research and creative activities:
Faculty Performances (solo, chamber, ensemble, opera/musical/theater works)
Masterclasses, Adjudications & Clinics (virtual and face-to-face)
Faculty Art Exhibits
Artist & Faculty Interviews
Faculty Led/Directed Theater/Opera Productions
Theatrical Set & Lighting Designs
Original (new) Theater Plays
Original Music Compositions
Recording Projects
Podcasts
Lectures
Conference and Panel Presentations
Conference Attendance
Articles Published
Book Proposals
Book Chapters
Book Reviews
Books Authored & Published
Faculty Awards

106
39
6
38
4
7
4
8
3
33
26
33
25
5
1
2
1
1
1

With 26 full-time faculty, 37 adjuncts, 9 staff members, and approximately 520 majors, the Bower School of Music & the
Arts continues to achieve inspiring results in its academic mission, maintains an excellent reputation, and thrives in the face
of unprecedented change.
Our deepest thanks to all of the students, faculty, staff who made this year a success. I want to express my appreciation and
thank our donors, patrons, and audience members for their ongoing support of our programs. Your generosity is
fundamental to our success and is greatly appreciated in these uncertain times. We count on your support, and we thank
you for being an integral part of our artistic journey! I hope to personally see you or join you virtually at the Bower School
of Music & the Arts this fall. Until then, please take care of one another, stay healthy, and have a good summer.
Go Eagles!
Dr. Krzysztof Biernacki
Director, Bower School of Music & the Arts

Bower School of Music & the Arts in the News
In celebration of the 50th edition of the First Friday News, and as we get ready to invite the public back to our events in the
fall, we thought we would take a moment to present a selection of the features about our students, faculty, staff, alumni
and the programs within the Bower School of Music & the Arts from this past school year. The Bower School of Music &
the Arts has been featured in 13 articles on fgcu360.com, and in numerous stories on NBC2, WINK News and Fox 4 and in
Florida Weekly, the Naples Daily News and the News-Press. The fgcu360.com features include several focused on Grace
Anderson (senior, Music and Biochemistry) and Fernando López Flores (senior, Music) for their work as a singing chemist
producing hand sanitizer and creating online mini concerts for Covid patients, family members and healthcare workers
around the world respectively. Both Sami Maddox (senior, Music) and Grace Anderson were featured in “Protect the Nest”
videos produced for the beginning of the 2020/21 school year. Grace was most recently one of the students interviewed for
an article about student success in the FGCU chemistry lab.
Our thanks to fgcu360.com for the additional articles featuring the Bower School of Music & the Arts:
Art:
Art Grad Shares Illuminating Perspective on FGCU Experience
Community Hopes for Healing of Grief Through COVID Memorial
FGCU Remembers Community Gathers to Mourn COVID-19 Losses
Theatre:
TheatreLab Dives into Video Production with River Sonnets
Innovative Software Solutions Booking Virtual Instruction for the Arts
Music:
Finding Healing in Harmonies Music Therapy Program Continues to Grow
Percussion Ensemble Sets New Tempo at Bower School
On A Positive Note Bower Concerts Now Streaming on WGCU
Pianist Priscila Navarro Plays Carnegie Hall in the 2013 Prelude to Dunk City

(Clockwise from upper left): River Sonnets filming & photoshoot; Piano Ensembles Concert; Hansel and Gretel; Senior Projects, Spring 2021

(Clockwise from upper left): Senior Projects, Spring 2021; Fernando Flores Lopez in the Covid memorial field of ceramic flowers; Oedipus
the King; Jazz Ensemble class

