FIRST FRIDAY NEWS

A Letter from the Director
Dear Friends,

Welcome to a new semester at the Bower School of Music
& the Arts. As we continue our journey through this
challenging academic year, we focus on the health and
wellness of the entire FGCU community and prioritize
quality education and enriching university experience.
Our new semester offerings start on January 14 with the
exhibit of works by Purvis Young titled This is the life I see.
Travis’s work celebrates African American talent, history,
and art and touches on social and racial themes depicting
the struggles of underprivileged communities.
Our Nisita Concert Series resume on January 22 when we
welcome Kevin Chance and Eun-Hee Park Piano Duo to
present an exciting program featuring masterpieces of the
two-piano repertoire, followed by a concert by myself,
accompanied by Michael Baron on January 30. Our
Wasmer Gallery exhibits resume on January 28 with Burden
of Consequences by Travis Somerville, and the first student
ensemble concert will take place on February 3 featuring
FGCU Wind Orchestra.

Faculty News

Michael Baron (Music), piano professor at Florida Gulf
Coast University has been inducted into the Steinway &
Sons Teacher Hall of Fame, a prestigious designation
recognizing the work of North America’s most committed
and passionate piano educators. 2021 marks the second
class of honorees, following the Hall of Fame’s inaugural
class in 2019. This fall, 44 teachers from the United States
and Canada were inducted into the Steinway Teacher Hall
of Fame with special events hosted at the historic Steinway
factory in New York City. The teachers’ names are now
displayed on a commemorative display wall inside the
iconic factory.
A luncheon was recently held with Brandon Robertson
(Music) and Krzysztof Biernacki (BSM&A) and donor
Dorothy Guigon to celebrate the signing of a new
endowment in support of Jazz Studies in the Bower School
of Music.

We hope you will join us on the beautiful FGCU campus
for various Bower School events. Our seating may be
limited and socially distanced, so please check our website
(link) for detailed event information before you visit us in
person. Also, if you have not seen our series of
performances presented on the WGCU streaming platform,
I encourage you to explore our virtual concerts and gallery
events available in virtual format.
None of this would be possible without the tireless work of
our exceptional faculty and staff, who always go the extra
mile to inspire, create and perform. I also would like to
express my appreciation to our donors and community
members for their ongoing support of our programs. Your
generosity is fundamental to the success of our students
and the mission of the Bower School of Music & the Arts.
Thank you for being an integral part of our artistic journey!
With best wishes for a healthy and successful spring
semester,
Go Eagles!
Dr. Krzysztof Biernacki
Director, Bower School of Music & the Arts

Brandon Robertson and Dorothy Guigon

Tom Cimarusti (Music) presented a lecture entitled
"America's Schubert and Luxuriant Songster: The Music of
Cole Porter" at the Tribby Center (Shell Point) to an
audience of nearly 200 attendees. Kryzsztof Biernacki
(BSM&A Director, voice) and Cimarusti (piano) performed
select songs of Porter with students Piper Kemmerer
(Music, freshman) and Jayson Verebay (Finance, drums).

Faculty News (continued)

Student News (continued)

Christopher Endrinal (Music) recently presented at the
annual U2 conference. This year’s conference was a
celebration of the 30th anniversary of U2’s 1991
masterpiece Achtung Baby. His presentation was on the
fourth track from the album, “Until The End Of The
World.” It’s a song about Judas’ betrayal of Jesus. Endrinal
presented an alternate interpretation of the song, how the
music and lyrics represent not only Judas’ internal struggle,
but also U2’s struggles to write a follow-up to 1987’s The
Joshua Tree. More information on the conference can be
found here.

The Chamber and University Choirs, along with the
Symphony Orchestra performed their annual Joyful &
Triumphant concert at the end of November. The concert
was then a featured performance over the holidays on
WGCU, public television for Southwest Florida. The
concert can be found on the WGCU website by clicking
here.

Student News
Thomas Danzi (Music, junior) completed an honors thesis
entitled "Death by Music: a Psychological Approach to
Franz Schubert's Death and the Maiden”. Chaired by Tom
Cimarusti (Music), the project was selected to be presented
at the Posters on Capitol Hill in Tallahassee in January. The
Posters on Capitol Hill provides students a chance to show
the politicians crafting higher education policy that Florida
students can produce significant, innovative, and valuable
research that helps our communities, state, and nation.
Thomas was one of four students representing FGCU.

(left to right) Tom Cimarusti and Thomas Danzi

Congratulations to Ricardo Rivera-Aponte (Music, senior)
who received 1st Prize in his age group in the Best Beethoven
Performance through the Great Composer Competition
Series.

Ricardo Rivera

2021 Annual Pottery Sale and Empty Bowls
Fundraiser
On Friday December 3, the 20th Annual Pottery Sale and
15th Empty Bowls Fundraiser successfully returned to
campus with a new safely-distanced format and layout,
wonderful attendance, and enthusiastic community
support. Patricia Fay (Art) has organized these events since
their inception, using ceramics to weave together
professional support for Art Program alumni with a
curriculum to address food insecurity in our local
neighborhoods. The Pottery Sale featured handmade
pottery, clay sculpture and mixed media art works by
FGCU alumni artists Heather Flowers (’10, Art), Kel
Campbell (’13, Art), Alyssa Baladad Stoff (’15, Art),
Grayson Stoff (’15, Art), Felipe Maldonado (’16, Art), and
Jordan Blankenship (’17, Art); current students Marcela
Pulgarin (Art, senior) and Sloane Leiva (Art, senior); and
regional potters Martha Grattan and Rinny Ryan. The
United Arts Council of Collier County has served as our
community partner for this event since we began in
December 2001, and we are deeply grateful for their
enduring support.
The Empty Bowls Soup Lunch, held largely online in 2020,
returned to the Arts Complex Courtyard this year and
raised $5513.00 for the food pantry at Interfaith Charities of
South Lee in San Carlos Park. This inspiring event was only
possible through the amazing contributions of students,
alumni, community supporters and area restaurants, and
offered hot soup and handmade bowls in return for a
$20.00 donation to Interfaith to assist their efforts to
eliminate food insecurity in our Southwest Florida
neighborhoods. Student interns Jordan Eyre (Art, senior)
and Ximena Candelario (Art, senior) worked closely with
Patricia Fay to stage the event, with staffing by the students
in Professor Fay’s Ceramics 1 Fall 2021 course. Soup
donations featured three appetizing vegan options
developed by Professor John Reilly’s Science of Cooking
class and the ever-popular Thai curry soup from FGCU
Executive Chef James Fraser, plus a delectable range of
flavors from Chef Ruth Cohen and the Hope Clubhouse,
Chef Jay Gillmore at Restoratives Café, Chef Andreas
Singer at the Coconut Point Hyatt Hotel, and an incredibly
popular broccoli and cheddar soup from BJ’s Restaurant at
Gulf Coast Town Center. The weather was perfect, the
bowls were unique, the soups were delicious, and our
campus and community participants turned out in force to
make this event a huge success.

In Other News…
Effective July 1, 2022, the Digital Media Design program,
currently in the Bower School of Music & the Arts, will
become part of the Daveler & Kauanui School of
Entrepreneurship. After productive discussions with both
academic units, support from the Provost and the
President, everyone agrees that this move will allow better
learning outcomes for our students and strengthen both
academic units. DMD students will also benefit from
additional resources including large classrooms and
modern
instructional
spaces,
competitive
SOE
scholarships, and meaningful industry connections for the
entrepreneurially minded DMD students.

Trent Brown conducting the audience sing-a-long at Joyful &
Triumphant

January and early February Events
Thursday, January 13 at 5:00 p.m.
Purvis Young: This is the Life I See opening talk; ArtLab, west side of the Library Building, FGCU; This event is free and
open to the public; 239-590-7199 or fgcu.edu/artgalleries
January 14-Febraury 17
Purvis Young: This is the Life I See; ArtLab, west side of the Library Building, FGCU; This exhibition is free and open to
the public Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; 239-590-7199 or fgcu.edu/artgalleries
Saturday, January 22 at 7:30 p.m.
Kevin Chance & Eun-Hee Park, piano duo Nisita Concert Series; U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building, FGCU; Tickets
are $10 for the general public and $7 for students and are available at fgcu.edu/concerts
239-745-4268
Thursday, January 27 at 5:00 p.m.
Travis Somerville: Burden of Consequences opening and artist talk; Wasmer Art Gallery, Arts Complex, FGCU; This
event is free and open to the public; 239-590-7199 or fgcu.edu/artgalleries
January 28-March 3
Travis Somerville: Burden of Consequences; Wasmer Art Gallery, Arts Complex, FGCU; This exhibition is free and
open to the public Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; 239-590-7199 or fgcu.edu/artgalleries
Sunday, January 30 at 3:00 p.m.
Krzysztof Biernacki, baritone Nisita Concert Series; U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building, FGCU; Tickets are $10 for the
general public and $7 for students and are available at fgcu.edu/concerts; 239-745-4268
Thursday, February 3 at 7:30 p.m.
Wind Orchestra; U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building, FGCU; This concert is free and open to the public
Saturday, February 5 at 7:30 p.m.
Frank Almond, violin Nisita Concert Series; U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building, FGCU; Tickets are $10 for the general
public and $7 for students and are available at fgcu.edu/concerts; 239-745-4268

Student Recitals in the U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building; All are free and open to the public:
January 18
7:30p Michelle Wijaya Jr Piano Recital
January 19
7:30p Arturo Fernandez Jr Piano Recital
January 20
7:30p Victoria Paulino de Souza Jr Piano Recital
January 25
7:30p Jair Zacarias Jr Piano Recital
7:30p Adriana Aviles Jr Vocal Recital
February 1
For the most up-to-date information, visit fgcu.edu/CAS/BSMA

(clockwise from upper left) Empty Bowls crew; Jordan
Blankenship; “Hope” bowl; Claire Jenkins (Art, senior) serving
Amy Vitiello (College of Arts & Sciences) soup; Sebastien
Plymette (Music, freshman) singing at the Hearts of Miromar
luncheon, accompanied by Robin Schuford-Frank (Music
adjunct); the Saxophone Quartet at the Babcock Ranch Tree
Lighting

December Goings On by the BSM&A

