FIRST FRIDAY NEWS

A Letter from the Director
Dear Friends,

Welcome to a new semester at the Bower School of Music
& the Arts. As we continue our journey through this
challenging academic year, we focus on the health and
wellness of the entire FGCU community and prioritize
quality education and enriching university experience.
I am pleased to inform you that, starting this January, the
Bower School will resume presenting public events that
will be open to a limited outside audience. We hope you
will join us on the beautiful FGCU campus for the Nisita
Concert Series, Wasmer Art Gallery exhibitions, various
student ensemble concerts, and maybe even a classic
theater production. Our seating is limited and socially
distanced, so before you visit us on campus, please
continue to check our website for detailed event
information and links to required sign-up sheets. Also, if
you have not seen our series of performances presented on
the WGCU streaming platform, I encourage you to explore
our virtual concerts and gallery events available in virtual
format.
None of this would be possible without tireless work of our
exceptional faculty and staff who always go the extra mile
to inspire, create and perform. Thank you for being an
integral part of our artistic journey! I also would like to
express my appreciation to our donors and community
members for their ongoing support of our programs. Your
generosity is fundamental to the success of our students
and the mission of the Bower School of Music & the Arts.
With best wishes for a healthy and successful spring
semester,
Go Eagles!
Dr. Krzysztof Biernacki
Director, Bower School of Music & the Arts

A Note from the Events Coordinator

Hello, and welcome to a new year at the Bower School of
Music & the Arts at Florida Gulf Coast University. I am
excited to announce that after almost a year, we are now
able to invite the public to our events once more. There will
be several changes to the way that we do ticketing for the
Spring 2021 semester, including a new sign-up system,
diminished capacities and mandatory distancing and
masks.
We have over 50 concerts and recitals scheduled in Music,
all of which will be held in the U. Tobe Recital Hall in the
Music Building. As you may know, we have been
recording many of our concerts and streaming them on the
WGCU website, and, toward the end of last semester we
welcomed a limited number of students, faculty and staff
back into the audience; but now you, too, may be able to
attend one of our concerts in person. We will be using a
program called Signup Genius for people who wish to
attend a concert. For contact tracing purposes, we are only
allowing 1 sign-up per person, however you are welcome
to come with others, as long as they, too, sign-up. Our offcampus patrons will need to provide a phone number,
while students, faculty and staff will enter their FGCU UIN.
The doors for each concert and recital will open 15 minutes
prior to the start of the concert, and IDs will be checked at
the door. The full listing of January’s concerts and recitals
can be found here.
The FGCU Art Galleries are also opening exhibitions to the
public Monday through Friday from 10:00am to 4:00pm.
The World Comes to North Carolina: Prints from Littleton
Studios will run in the Wasmer Art Gallery in the Arts
Complex until March 4, and Patterns: Works in Digital Media
will run in ArtLab in the Library Building through
February 4. More information about this season’s
exhibitions can be found here.
We have 2 productions planned in Theatre for the spring,
Oedipus the King and Sweet and Sad. More information about
how those will be presented will be announced in the next
few weeks, so please be sure to keep an eye on the
TheatreLab website.
Thank you for your patience and continued support, and
please make sure to visit our page on the WGCU website to
view some of our concerts and information from the fall.
Joanna K. Hoch
Events Coordinator, Bower School of Music & the Arts

Abigail Allison and members of the Chamber Choir at the filming
of Joyful & Triumphant 2020

Alumni News
Congratulations to Lily Hsu (’20, Music) on her new job at
Moved By Music in Colorado Springs!
Priscila Navarro (’15, Music) was recently a featured
performer and guest teacher at the National University of
Music’s 8th Meeting of Young Pianists in Peru. An article
about the celebration can be found here.

Student News
Grace Anderson (junior, Music and Chemistry) was
recently the focus of a feature on NBC2 as FGCU’s “singing
scientist”. The feature can be seen here.

Faculty News
Over the winter break, Michael Baron (Music) adjudicated
a virtual piano competition in Shanghai in which he judged
35 pianists.

Very Empty Bowls Event
On Friday, December 4, Patricia Fay (Art) hosted a
modified Empty Bowls event at the Arts Complex. People
were given the opportunity to purchase the bowls thanks
to Facebook posts by Gianna Migliozzi (senior, Art) and
an online catalogue created by Shawn Pettersen (Art). In
lieu of the usual soup lunch, Tricia also created a small
cookbook of soup online for people to use to fill their new
bowls. Once the bowls were purchased, they could be
picked up at a specified time, and members of the FGCU
were able to sign up for a time to view the remainder of the
bowls for purchase. It was an extremely successful event
that surpassed their fundraising goal for Interfaith
Charities of South Lee. Many thanks to all who were
involved in this modified event.

Very Empty Bowls 2020

January Events
Thursday, January 21
7:30p Piano Ensemble Concert; U. Tobe Recital Hall,
Music Building; This concert is free and open to the public
who have signed up online via the link
Friday, January 22
5:00p James Beck Sr Euphonium Recital; U. Tobe Recital
Hall, Music Building; This recital is free and open to the
public who have signed up online via the link
Sunday, January 24
3:00p Teal Vickery Jr Viola Recital; U. Tobe Recital Hall,
Music Building; This recital is free and open to the public
who have signed up online via the link
Friday, January 29
7:30p Madison Weeks Jr Bassoon Recital; U. Tobe
Recital Hall, Music Building; This recital is free and open
to the public who have signed up online via the link
Sunday, January 31
3:00p Kevin Kenner, piano Nisita Concert Series; U. Tobe
Recital Hall, Music Building; This concert is free and open
to the public who have signed up online via the link
If you are interested in signing up for one or more of these
events, please sign-up online here. Only 1 sign-up is
allowed per person.

(right to left) Measuring for social distancing; a long view of the
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If you have any questions or comments concerning the
First Friday News, or if you have information about the
work being done by our alumni, please feel free to contact
Joanna Hoch, Events Coordinator, by email at
jhoch@fgcu.edu.

Kevin Kenner

