FIRST FRIDAY NEWS

A Letter from the Director
Dear Friends,

On February 10 and 11, we will be participating in FGCU
Give Day through Give Where You Live: Collier, a day to
celebrate and increase philanthropy throughout Southwest
Florida. I am thrilled to be supporting the Bower School of
Music & the Arts at Florida Gulf Coast University by
helping to fundraise on this day!

Alumni News (continued)

Gerritt VanderMeer (Theatre) could be found onstage as
well. More information about TheatreZone’s Show
Stoppers series can be found here.

This cause means a lot to me. Host to more than 150 local
and visiting arts events each year, the Bower School of
Music & the Arts serves as the hub of campus cultural life
while preparing students to excel as professionals in the
arts and related fields. The Bower School collaborates with
other academic disciplines and offers students the
opportunity to create substantive and lasting goals within
their chosen profession in the Southwest Florida region and
beyond. The money you are donating will help the BSM&A
to continue in this mission to train the next generation of
creative thinkers, artists, performers and teachers.
Save the date! Visit my page between noon on Wednesday,
February 10th and noon on Thursday, February 11th and
make a donation. This will make a real impact on our
programs and the FGCU community.
I hope you can consider supporting the Bower School of
Music & the Arts by donating $25, $50 or even $100 on
February 10th and 11th. Every little bit counts, and thank
you in advance.
Go Eagles!
Dr. Krzysztof Biernacki
Director, Bower School of Music & the Arts

Alumni News
Leila Mesdaghi (’16, Art) was recently a juror featured at
the virtual opening reception for the Alliance for the Arts’
January exhibition.
A mix of alumni, students and faculty recently worked on
TheatreZone’s production of Bravo Broadway. Danielle
Ranno (’11, Theatre minor) served as the Production
Manager and Kalie Minor (’20, Theatre) was the Box Office
Manager. Maddie Anderson (senior, Theatre) was the
Assistant Lighting Designer, Noelle Horldt (senior,
Theatre) was the Assistant Stage Manager, Yonni
Georgoulis (senior, Theatre) was the Spot Op and Julie
McCracken (senior, Theatre) was the Scenic Painter.

(left to right) Noelle Horldt, Yonni Georgoulis, Gerritt
VanderMeer and Kalie Minor give the eagle salute on the stage at
TheatreZone

Student News
Congratulations to Jair Zacarias (sophomore, Music) and
Arturo Fernandez (sophomore, Music) who have both
been chosen as finalists in the LaGrange Symphony
(Georgia) Concerto Competition which is held every three
years for piano. We wish them well in the finals of this
competition.
Christelle Cajuste (junior, Music) was recently featured in
a piece by ABC7 about the call for Life Every Voice and Sing
to become a national hymn, sung alongside The Starspangled Banner. Not only was she interviewed for the piece,
but she can also be heard singing part of the hymn
throughout. The ABC7 feature can be found here.
The Music Teachers National Association’s (MTNA)
Stecher and Horowitz Two Piano Competition is one of the
few national two piano competitions in the country. It is
open to all pianists age 18 to 29. From the first round, five
duos are selected nationally to compete in the final round
in March. We are happy to announce that two of those five
teams will come from FGCU! The teams of Arturo
Fernandez (sophomore, Music)/Jair Zacarias (sophomore,
Music) and Victoria Paulino (sophomore, Music)/
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Michelle Wijaya (sophomore, Music) will compete in the
finals. They worked for many hours over break to learn
much very difficult repertoire. Congratulations to them.
This is quite an honor for the Bower School of Music.

In celebrating the 265th birthday of Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart, Thomas Cimarusti (Music) presented a Mozart
Birthday Bash on January 27 (the day of Mozart's birth) at
Shell Point, lecturing on the composer's life and music. The
presentation highlighted a performance of several Mozart
works including the Sonata in C major 2nd mvt; performed
by Dr. Cimarusti); Sonata in A minor, K. 310 1st mvt;
performed by Victoria Paulino de Souza (sophomore,
Music), and two arias from Le nozze de Figaro, sung by
Arienne Fort (’20, Music). In December, Dr. Cimarusti
presented a Beethoven Birthday Bash featuring Jair
Zacarias (sophomore, Music) in a performance of a
Beethoven piano sonata. Dr. Cimarusti is scheduled to
present additional lectures at Shell Point on Women in
Music, Music and Film, and a Shell Point residentsponsored lecture/performance on the string quartet.

Jair Zacarias (sophomore, Music) was chosen as one of the
six finalists for the Ocala Symphony Orchestra Concerto
Competition. He will compete in the finals on Feb. 7th.
Finally, the Piano Studio of Michael Baron (Music) took
part in a masterclass by recent Nisita Concert Series
performer, Kevin Kenner. The masterclass took place
directly following the concert on January 31st.

Michael Baron’s Piano Studio with Kevin Kenner

Faculty News
Congratulations to Geoffrey Hamel (Art adjunct) for
winning Best in Show at The Alliance for the Arts’ January
exhibition, Winner Circle - Art Council of Southwest Florida,
features over 50 award-winning artists from art
organizations including the Alliance for the Arts, Cape
Coral Art Center, Cape Coral Art League, Centers for the
Arts Bonita Springs, Fort Myers Beach Association and
Pine Island Art Association. The Art Council of Southwest
Florida’s Winner Circle Biennial Exhibition honors artists
who have received top awards from 2018 through 2020. Mr.
Hamel’s piece, You Have to Do Your Part, can be seen below.

Geoffrey Hamel, You Have to Do Your Part, Mixed Media, Alliance
for the Arts

(left to right) Arienne Fort and Victoria Paulino

Rama Hoetzlein (Digital Media Design) enjoys bringing
new digital experiences to the students in the BSM&A. A
recent collaboration with Francie Huber (Theatre adjunct)
resulted in students making use of the new Interaction
Design Lab with dancers contributing body motions for
students in Hoetzlein's 3D animation class. Students then
animated their own characters from these motions. Angela
Humphrey (senior, DMD) and Joseph Adams (junior,
DMD), student fellows for the 2020 Seidler Award, were
represented by Angela in the Visual & Performing arts at
the STEM Undergraduate Research and Internship
Symposium with her presentation on "Exploring
Approachable 3D Animation with Motion Capture". Dr.
Hoetzlein finds the boundaries between digital media and
fine arts to be fluid, having recently submitted his own oil
paintings to The In Art Gallery. One of these works,
Allegory of Forests, won the Director's Award in this
international juried competition for their DecemberPainting exhibition (http://ramakarl.com).
If you have any questions or comments concerning the
First Friday News, or if you have information about the
work being done by our alumni, please feel free to contact
Joanna Hoch, Events Coordinator, by email at
jhoch@fgcu.edu.

